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- letters: diſcovers the deſig of the  . © 
writer, it may not be amiſs :: 
lhbe prevention of miſtakes, to pre- 
| _ © miſe, that as politics are not his 
province, ſo nothing that he has 

| © urged as an argument ad homi- 

rl oe... ought to de wreſted as an 

evidence of his opinion, in favour. EE 
of particular political "ellis; © „ 
| Of real and rational liberty, woe. 
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of Bre Britain, it is nt he 

pProfeſſes himſelf the advocate; 
but not on the account of thoſe 

forms being neceſſarily connected : 
with religion: nor does he con- 

ſider civil liberty, valuable as it 


Ws worthy to be compared With 


the grand object he is defending— 


CHRISTIANITY ; which eleyates the 
ſlave to the enjoyment. of ſuperior 
freedom in the preſent world, and 
eternal freedom in chat which is 
Us come. oY WG | 


We machine — 0 leave Gunther 
| 5 to obſerve, that no changes i in the 
: ſtate of the political horizon, 


ſiunce theſe letters were firſt writ · 


ten, or that may in future take 
place, can in 2 the leaſt dagger his 


ae 5 the ulti⸗ 
mate iſſue of the preſent con- 


vulſions, nor affect his argument 


_ drawn from the ſigns of the times. 
His opponents will, on their own - 


; prineiples, {till continue to expect 


the final prevalence of peace and 


liberty like wiſe expetts it, but 


on other p pricclples, and i ina war N 
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He is not without eben ion 


that he ſhall incur the diſpleaſure 
of national and national chriſtians, 


in as great a degree as that of 


the open enemies of chriſtianity: 


he however leaves it to ſuch per- 
ſons to ſignify their diſpleaſure 


in their own way, Truth is bis 


; only object, nor ſhall he regard 5 
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che opinions wy any man or ſet of 


men, who appear to be influenced - 
in their ſearch after truth, by _ 


any other than the moſt impor- 


tant of mot ives— 4 CONCERN Fox 
N THEIR OWN ETER NAL WELFARE, 
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To gu who came into the | 


world to bear witneſs of the 
truth, he commits himſelf, fer- 
| vently praying, that this plain 


and artleſs teſtimony to that 


to carry conviction to the NG 5 i 
of thoſe by whom it has hitherto 
been denied perverted, or abnſed. 
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State of France Anecdote of Cap- 
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ment Infidelity, Painful Uncertain« 
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vet God—The Atonement — Divine 
3 Influence True Dignity of Charac- 


ter exemplified in Jeſus and Paul— 


5 Reaſon why ſuch Characters are 
bg bated by the World. — 5 — 
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On a future state Different ways of 


Aiſcovering Truth—On Reaſon, it's 


_vſe—PFreedom of Thought—Mental 

| Slavery—Perſecution—Remarks nn 

4 | tm Modern Doctrine of Libels— - 

| Addreſs to the Supporters ot Perſe- 

cution— To the Clergy—To various 
Pro eſſors of Chriſtianity—Diſcovery _ 

e Corruptions of Chriſtanity, an 


Prieſteraft amongſt the different re- 


5 _ lgious denominations Proper Im- 
provement ſugg eſtei.- Paine's Letter 
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. 8 ee rake ones aan he i in- : TE. _ 
r and ſpeculating 3 of man- „% 0 


N 4 to thoſe claſſes of men _ 
have the leaſt Jeifure for thinking fass 

1 5 well as the leaſt opportunities of 

3 gaining informatio J in conſequence 

| he diſcoveries of modern 'phi- 

and the new light which re- 


N | cent e events have thrown on ſubjects, 5 2 
4 hitherto deemed. too ſacred for en- 
quiry and diſcuffior has occaſioned ' DI 

3 E M0 variety of different conjectures "AS 1 
4 .. toits future confequences reſpe&ing- | 
religion. e FEA 
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| * i 8 ER mean- | 
15 ing people, have trembled, lleſt ſpecu- 
laative inquiry ſhould terminate in 

the general ſpread of atheiſm : _ 
others have exulted in the ruin 
of prieſtcraftYand the reſtoration, 
"of religion to what they account | 
it's pureſt ee, pe as what may 
- be juſtly expected from it. Some 
with hope and others with fear, 
have ſuppoſed it calculated to extir= _- 
pate thereligionof the bible fromthe 
earth white others expect no mate · 
rial effects in a religious view to 
fucceed it; and n . ve been 
to the general Been . triump me 1 | 
n of „ 


- The 3 that have been —.— 55 
en the yeracity of the bible . 
preſent. day, have originated from a 1 
different * an, thoſe of . 
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2 n - neither intereſtec hes 
then prieſts, nor deſpotie Empe- 


rors jealous of chriſtianity, as @ 


- ſyſtem inimical to their oppreſſions; 
but men who are noted as the pro- 
Feſſed champions of a moſt extenſive 
ſcheme of civil liberty, and who 
have committed themſelves to ſtand 


or fall, with the unalienable rights: 


2 of man, have taken up the idea, that 
the principles of this book were in 


; oppoſition to [thoſe rights, and ab- 


pofing it an engine of kingeraft and 


8 


prieſteraft, have therefore endea- To 


voured on new grounds, to invalidate 


[the evidences of eee as 


"+ 


bs: n W A 


c In the e of this impor-_ 
tant controverſy, 


doth the oppo- 
_ nents and profeſſed advocates of the 
bible, have too often confounded the 
me by mingling with. 28 point 
i 80 gs - N 


JV 
5 | diſpated a ee of otirer eee, 
| not effentially belonging to it; and 
by that means have not foleby: met 
onfthe even ground of fact and argu- 


ment, to diſcufs: the ſimple. eee 


1 the bible, troth or fallchood. D 
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e, affords. the only clue to 


at the preſent time; opens the only 
avenue, admitting light into the 


on the religious ſtate of the world; 
and points out immediately and Aw” 


4 an "any PZ 
3 .-Not 8 havithe ie beck b before, us 
been confbunded with topics, which | 
bave no immediate relation to it, 
TR and from which it ought to be care- 


I 4 #4 "471 1 it : „ — 8 | intereſts, 
. ; V7 4 x 3 5 
| . 
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"Ab yet: this Gori dg once 


the intricate ſtate of earthly. affairs 
future effects of the preſent changes 


cibly to eh ROO Ma _ inter eſt _ 


fully e dat alſo paſſions, 
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5 intereſts, = conneckions, . 
. foreign. to the bible, have induced | 
perſons to appear as it's: apologiſts or 
advocates, who are totally unfit to 
ſtand forward in ſuch a cauſe, or at 
leaſt in calculated to acquire any at- 


tention from thoſe, for whoſe con- 


ene 1 1 SOPs i AED 


Without 3 Ke 585 \ the 
e whether the miniſters of 
religion have any claim on mankind 
for their ſupport? I would only aſk. 


af the ſituation of a man, whoſe reli- 


_ gious. profeſſion. and exertions are 
the ſource of his temporal ſubſiſt- 
ence, is not likely to render him a 
 falpeftcd witneſs, on the behalf of 
that religion whence he derives his 
rank and conſequence 1 in ſociety, and 
All the. ee of the life that 
no w 1 


1 
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the word” 'of „ 
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But epeclelly if by is one who 1 
8 for a civil religious eſtabliſh- 
ment, connected with the govern- 

5 ment of the ſtate; and deriving 
worldly riches and grandeur From \ 

es connection. wy i 


Stin more ſo if he firenuouſly de- 


5 mands the ſanction of penal laws, and 
the force of the ſecular arm, to be 


% 


added to his arguments 3 thereby 


ſhewing a ' conſciouſneſs, of their 


| inſufficiency to maintain the cauſe. 


of chriſtianity, unleſs ſupported " . 


Thoſe men alſo muſt he diſquali- 


fied from treating the queſtion fairly, 
Who conſider the ſcriptures under 
the idea of a political, as well as re- 
| ligious ſyſtem, and maintain that me. 
intereſts of particular forms or civil. - 
: government, are . con- 


| neged | 


45 


Sao: with the admiſſion of wer 
3 8 'C 


* it 2. © 
1 3 2 . 


Nr is the man capable of giving 


an unbiaſed attention to the ſubject 


before ns, whoſe party connections 
with any ſeck, acknowledging human 5 
ſtandards of doctrine, oblige him ſo 
to interpret the doctrines of the bi- 
ble, as to make them coincide with 45 
thoſe ſtandards,” and ſubſerve the 
Intereſts of thoſe connexions, — 


Ag % * 


3 7 


"of ſtill leſs I) is it, Wis. ; 


ther the profligate character, whoſe 
life! is a direct contraſt to the mora- 


lity of the bible, and who (though 5 
perhaps he may boaſt of the liberty 
| he enjoys) is the flave of corrupt 
| paſſions, takes one ſide. of the queſ- N 1 
tion or the other: for it is certainly 
evident, whether the bible, the com- 
mon ſenſe of mankind, or even "his 
25 8 own. 
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own 3 (if. led in bis 
Cooler moments) be admitted as the 
rule of morals, his conduct is con- 
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8 demned by either; and his moſt for- 
5 cible arguments, however convinc- 


'; 


ing to others, have in reality no. 
e on his own. mind. — | : 
on a. abject like this, ths man 
"tis appears on behalf of revelation, 75 
: ought not to be one whoſe paſſions 
influence him in the diſpute; nor 
Who treats the reaſonings of his op- 
Ponents with ridicule, or their per- 
ſons with contempt.— Truth ſcorns 
to be defended by weapons, Which 
may with equal eaſe and propriety, 
be e in the defence of. error. 
The vie Was written - for" the ö 

3 and unlearned, who compoſe 
the maſs of mankind; it needs no apo» : 
8 from the pen of the eloquent 
rhe torician, 8 


{5% 


Sr nor. admits of. a es : 
from the artillery of: metaphyſical | 
- ſubtlety. The leviathan of infide- 
lity laughs at the ſhaking of ſuch 
— ſpears. Loe and dialectics, how- 
ever uſeful in their own ſphere, are 
dotally miſapplied when conſidered 
as neceſſary. appendages. to the ar- 
mour of the combatant in defence of 
that book, which itſelf furniſhes him 55 

with weapons of ſuperior temper, 
and incapable of being blunted in the 


combat, or made oY; recoil. on 2d 
_ chriſtiaa warrior. ng x 
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" Thang”? is. gil 16S 5 
E of men, who ought to be conſi- 
dered as unfit advocates of chriſtiani - 
tyzmere traditionary beliey ers,whole, 
faith ſtands on human teſtimony, Who 
„never ſawy the internal evidence of 
de bible, and who, are therefore un- 
SO. 
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Gy. 


able to enter into the ſpirit. of the 
Er A IIS eats 8 5 ok 
1 confeſs that 1 have? not been 
Folly ſatisſied with the pieces 1 have | 
met with, written T0 defence HP 
revelation, againſt it's lateſt oppo- 
nents. I do not deny that many of. 
them contain folid anſwers to a va- 
riety of particular cavils, (fome of 
them totally unworthy of being no- 
ticed) and it appears that ſome of 
5 them have been written with the 
pureſt intentions; ; yet, while a fpirit 
quite oppoſite to thé genius of the 
| goſpel has been diſcovered in fome; 
others have defen ded not the 72 
fures, but their own interpretations 
of ſeripture; and not a few, thoſe | 
corruptiont of chriſtianity, which are 
more deſtructive of its genuine deſign 
(i poſſible) than even infidelity itſelf; 
or "WAY. DEER merely y indicating - 
their OD 
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their own 1 3 WE” ath- 5 
ons. Can it be ſuppoſed that ſuch „ 
: will obtain from their opponents 
an attention to their arguments or 
| that their efforts will, tend to. reco- I 
ver from ſcepticiſm thoſe thinking | 
men, who, diſcovering the viſeneſs 
of thoſe impoſitions practiſed onthe 
world ander the chriſtian name, and 
nat diſcerning the internal evidence 
of the ſeriptures themſelves, have 
been ready to doubt whether. chrif- 
tianity can ſubGiſt, withopt calling 8 
55 * aid the Nr LR of e N 
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f . now ae important - 

I 8 the queſtion become, when we 

5 attach to it the conſideration, that 

5 on it depends the happineſs of eter · 
nity ! Since, if the bible be true, it 
| ſentences to everlaſting deſtruQion 
all thoſe who Wiltully reject or per- FD 
vert it. . 2 then thoſe: ho de- 
. Vo * 
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pen ing on its veracity, why . 
that eternal happineſs it promiſes, 
renounce all the objects of worldly 
purſuit, are i ag Tubſtance 


1 


to r the e 1 


e if not ae en are Vet firſt 
preſeir themſelves to our conſidera- 
tion in this enquiry : if the facts aſ- 

ſerted in the bible are proved true, 
1 doctrines muſt be acknowledged: 
and therefore this ſhall be the firſt. 

7 ground on which we 18850 proceed te to 


ns capt its truth. _ 5 
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I am fenfible that e . many 

- exceptions L have been pointing out, 
vou will probably deem it arrogance , 
in me to appear in this controverſy; 

but yet 1 dare not decline it through | 

a falſe modeſty. I truſt I feel the im- 
i portance of the ſubject, and ſincerely 
5 wiſh yy e and felt it alſo. 
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1 do got 1 0 16 50 elk 1 en *. 
ets of an able Perk mg but 1 am 
_ cohviticed the chüfe toes not need 
them: with my ſituntion yo axe dc 
_— : no man who knows me can 
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_ (1 thank God) accuſe te of defends 


= ing my trade; ſinee as a public teach. 


Er have be received nor even 
fought. any temporal advantage fen 
my miniſterial labours. Thave openly 
_ avowed my opinion of human religi- 
ous eſtablihments, Which 1 Have ever 
conſidered. as. fbverlive f Chrif: 
tianity; and vou know my cent 
has uniformly. proved me a zealou 

| Fig to the unalienable te u i 

_ man; that k have conſtantly maintain. 
ed the right of nations, to franie for 
themſelves whatever forms of civil 
_ government they prefer; and that * 
bible was never deſigned to tesek 
men politier, bart RELIGION. 1 have 
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th e Chr iſtian Societies and miniſters | 

I am connected with, acknowledge . 
no other ſtandard of doctrine, nor rule | - 
of conduct, than the bible; they de- 
teſt every incroachment on he rights 
of conſcience, and reprobate perſecu- <7 

tion under every form, and on what-. 
ever pretence ; and 1 have the higheſt 
perſonal reſpect for many, as men of 
ſenſe, learning, and moral honeſty, | 
-and as uſeful members of civil ſocie- 
ty, of whom as unbelie vers in divine . 
revelation, 1 am obliged with pat - 

and regret to think and declare in the 

* language of that revelation,— 1 — 1 per. 

| « ceive theyare in the gall of. bitter. 

« * neſs and 1 in the bond of ant £ 


= am tr 77 enüple chat ihe. bible, 

5 which has reſiſted ſo. many attacks, 
: and triumphed over ſo many oppo- 
bers, e not for e W 


) in eas be learning, 
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dee or eee it Hands 

on a diſtinct ground from thoſe natu- 

IM ral truths which we diſcover” by 

| means of cither, and has an internal 
evidence of its own, Which whoever 
has impartially examined, is in no 
danger of being drawn aſide into in- 
delity, by all the trifling cavils raiſ. 
ed by the proud diſputers of this 

> world, againſt the divine glory min- 
ing in the ſeriptures. 1 cannot there · 
fore diſcern any danger to the cauſe 
of chriſtianity, or the faith of real be- 
lievers, from the exertions of PIB 
more than of CELSUuS, nor of Vor ET 


than of PoxRHT RT: they may tend to 5 


| he deſtruction of religious eſtabliſh- 
ments: but theſe are not chriſtianity 1 


wo 


ow but this ANTIGERIST. bad done 


they may inſtrumentally 7d eltroy 8 


as effect ually before; yet as the 80 = 5 8 | 
© of faith is tobe fought againſt all 


. , and as the word of God com- 
| 8 „ mands 


r 


On 
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Co "als us eee My bor W 
liaith once delivered to the ſaints; I 
N chearfully come forward to ſtate the 
evidences of the divine authority of 
the bible; but chiefly thoſe furniſh- 
ed by its opponents, perverters and 
4 abuſers: not merely with a deſire of 
maeeekly inſtructiog thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, ifperadyenture, God will 
nivxe them repentanee tothe acknow- 
. of the truth; but alſo to xe· 
buke the-incant nſiſtency of thoſe; who 
 whillt they profeſs to eſpouſe the 
cauſe of revelation, corrupt and per- 
vert its eſſentlal doctrines, as well as 
thoſe ho flatter themſelves with a 8 
vain hope of enjoying the felieity it 
promiſes, whilſt they are walking af- 5 
ter the courſe of this world, Where 5 
it e to deſtruction. „„ 
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A; the 888 God has de a diſco- 
very of his will to mankind, it ap- 
pears evident tbat his wiſdom muſt 
"have led him to confirm it by ſuch 
evidence, as the weakeſt and moſt un 
tutored of thoſe, for whoſe benefit it 
: was deſigned, were capable of receiv-.. 
: ing: few men (comparatively ſpeak- 
4 ing) can trace the connexion of a 
chain of reaſoning, on an abſtract pro- 
| _ polition; but no human cultivation is 5 
needful to render the weakeſt of ra- 
tional minds able to underſtand and 
perceive the evidence of a plain fact, 
taking place under their own imme- 
dAiate inſpection, or reported to them | 


. 


1 Sh rs bellen f others, en 
5 + . e porn . 
| V 
on the evidence of face, confelled- 
ty ſupernatural, reſts the veracity. of 
. the bible; 1 ſay the Bi BIE, becauſe 
5 | the old and vew Teſtaments are ſo 
- cloſely connected, that none but a 
* Jew will deny that they muſt ſtand or 
h BB fall together: : if the divine authority 
* pf the neu be acknowledged, it unde- B 
t niably bears teſtimony te the os, | 
Ba. . 10 clear and ſufficient as to need no 1 
— 8 additional ſupport; as well asaffords e 
a if the only intelligent account that can 5 i 
ER be given, of both the preſent ſituation, . N 
„„ 7 and former conduct of the ſe vs, who, rg 
- 2s it evidently appears, totally miſ· | 
d took the figurative ſenſe of their own 7 
® = - prophets, and thus fulfilled their pre- 4 
_ ditions by condenining and murder- _ "FR 
n ing that Mefliah whomthey and their 4 
na 8 -: fathers BETS. long ns” where- ls 
„ : fore :- ol 
| 


fore wth is come upon a them to the > 

_ utmoſt, ſo that their attempting to 
ſeparate the unity of the ſeriptures, . 
by a profeſſed reception of the old 
teſtament, while they reject the 8 
new, amounts to a reluctant teſti- 
mony to that truth they fo obſtinate- = 


F 


"= K 
4 Ter. * 


| The writers of the old 88 
_ generally. concur in leading men to 
expect a clearer and more full reve- 


lation of the divine character and 

will, and of the way of acceptance 5 
with Gop, to be made in the fulneſs | 

: of time, by the Meſſiah who was to 

come: the particular period of bis 
appearance was pointed out, long 
before it arrived, of which the 
- Jews themſelves are unwilling wit- 
neſſes, having had thoſe books among 
them many hundred years before 
1 cb N in che world, 


© 21 


7 * ain 5 ol ding the authority of the 
predictions, though blind as tothe ful - „5 
flment. The prophecy of dying „% 
Jacobi recorded i in one of choſe books 9 
which was long the ſtatute: law of 
the Jews, while the ſceptre of domi- 

nion was held by the tribe of Judah, 

(Gen, 49. 10.) afferts that the coming 

of the Meifiah ſhould be By jy dk 
ture, when that dominion ſhould'ex- 

pie ; and the prophecy of Daniel 4. 8 
lowed e even "by Mr. Paine to. des a ger 1 


e captivity, Pointe out the 
„ prepheciescoineiding with 

a furpriſingexactneſs tothe time when 
"ie new Teſtament afferts the com- 
ing, and e of 8 55 Curig. | 
"2M belt OY 15 no noodles * 
proving particular! y that Tach a man 

as Jeſus did actually exiſt, and that 
1 Was 37 5 to death in N reign of 
e Titirius 
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1 elke; at leaſt not t Wy thoſe | 


1 


modern deiſts with whom we are at 
preſent concerned. PAINE. and LE. 
b Nio in particular, not only acknow- 
ledge the fact, but the latter eſpe - 
_ cially has given him a character very 


nearly reſembling that given by the 


writers of the new Teſtament, reſpect- 


ing the amiableneſs of his 1 manners, the 


inflexible integrity of his. conduct, 


the humility of his behaviour, and the 
uſefulneſs of his life. Neither PAINE. 
nor LEGI N10 ad verted to the abſur- 
dity of ſuppoſing the moſt arrogant of 
all pretenſions to be maintained, and 
the vileſt of all impoſtures to be con- : 
| trived, carried on, and completed, 
by a man whoſe integrity, virtue, 


and ſuperiority to every poſſible mo- 


tive which could. ſupport, ſach ar- 
rogance and impoſture, N are e obli· 
| ged to N 8 IEN- Ih 


; rue cendudk of clue of Nazareth 


accord- 


\ 


* 


5 . of mankind. Pe 


| een to every 3 account we have 
of him (even what Infidels give) 
was the fartheſt removed from every 
appearance of artiſice and deſign, that 
can poſſibly be imagined. Riches he 


deſpiſed: he diſdained to purchaſe1 the 


favour of the great, by the uſual mode 

of flattering their vanity, and excu- 
55 fing their vices: he fled from fame 
when he might have enjoyed itz refuF. | 


ed the popular offer of royalty, con- 


temned the blandiſhmen ts of pleaſure, 
diſregarded the terrors of pain and 
diſgrace, and unappalled by the fear 
of their vengeance, boldly ſtood for- 


ward to reprove with the utmoſt 


freedom, the hypocriſy and tyranny . 

of the corrupt eccleſiaſtical rulers of 
the Jewiſh nation; he went about 
doing good, and was conſtantly em- 
ploy ed in acts of difintereſted kindneſs 


to the moſt miſerable, ALE nd . 
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That this: man iel and con- 
Hantly: aſſerted that he was the — 
Gun, is no lefs certain than that he 
_ exiſted; and that the Jews well un- 
derſtood the meaning of the aſſertion 

is evident by their aceuſing him of 
 Viaſplienty on that very: acount: if 
any ill venture to deny this let them 
_ prove;on; what ground be was put to 


death, ad W here fore the modern 


Jews Who still deny the new Tef. 
tament account of him, vindicate 
the proceedings of their fathers inhis 
condemnation: till they do this, 1 re 
mains unrefuted that he. ſai he w 
the Son of God. But what i 
have we to believe his aſſertion? It is 
true it coſt him his life, yet this Will 
not be admit ted as a proof of its truth. 
2 he conſideration of b kae evidence 
ariſing from the works he re ght 
for the preſent defer, as I am nom v ri. 
— to whoido not eh 
. _ this 
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; f this part 4 his hiſtory, anden 8 con- 


ider the way in which Jeſus Chriſt - 
| bimſelf profeſſed that it ſhould be 
vinced, namely, by his reſurrecti ion 


from the dead. *Deſtroy this temple 


-T and I wil build it again in nan 


| . 5 days. | Thave power to lay down . 


„ mylife and I have power to 


8 « again: this commandment: have * Fe 


ec received of [my Father,” 


ade 


1 new e whic 


areas to be, that long expected re. 
velation predidted in Ie old, reſts its 
claim to be received under that char · 
_ ater, on the truth of this one Ar; 
which if proved to have really oe. 
curred, every deift polleſſed of com- . 15 
mon ſenſe muſt allow to be a ſuper- 


natural work, and not to be effected 
by any powerleſs than divine. The 
evidence of this fact therefore muſt 
; 9 invalidated "0; the ae before | 
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"ke can * any i of i importance 

n againſt CHRISTIANITY, and if this fact 

can be diſproved, we readily join with 
one of the writers of the. new Teſta- 
ment in acknowledging, as he does 

when writing to thoſe who profeſſed - 
to believe this doctrine“ i Chriſt - 
he not riſen our preaching is vain, ane 
"9001 Pe 15 8 vain,” (1, Cor, 1 5) e 

3 bo 


But if this fact be plainly Led 1 
1 whole bible is af once proved to 
' beadivine revelation; ſince the Eter- | 
nal God cannot be ſuppoſed by ſucha _ 
miraculous diſplay of his 1 - to 


_ ves his fanRion t to a a falſchood. | 
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ny i is it eo that our ponente | 
. [ſen of fairly and candidly meeting 
-M 5 = the evidence offered in its ſupport, 


* . have ſo generally acted as if afraid to 

1 look that evidence full in the face. 8 

a1 = Dro ory of taking "notice Fa -H 
iq CODES re +> of » 2 os 
1 5 

A | 
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of ti the 1 witneſſes; a 5 : 

5 vouring to refute their teſtimony, 

_ repreſents it as depending on the de- 1 
poſitien of Mary Magdalen, who was Wes 
neither an apoſtle nor a writer of the 

new Teſtament! He exclaims ** Who 
L faw this? A mad Woman as ye lay, 


« and if there was any other of that 


4 ſame magical gang, either ſomehow | 
dreaming or diſpoſed to be impoſed _ 


« on, or inclined, to-aſtoniſh + the reſt _ 
« by ſuch. a wonder” &. And the 


ſame trifli ing mode of arguing has been 
adopted ever ſince! Paine quarrels _. 


with the relators of the ſtory, on ac- 


count of the different circumſtances _ 1 
noted by ſome, about which the reſt 
are ſilent; and the different manner 
in which they deſeribe the lame 
things: but that they differ in the 
Words Which they uſe, and in the | 
mention of ſome few circumſtances 
by © vr ONE: the principal f ads | 


c „ 3 5 


I 
| Kata is in their depoſitions, ; is "i far 
from rendering their teſtimony in- 


5 eredi ble, that it rat her ſt rengt hens 
5 it, by proving that they did not write 5 


in connexion in order to impoſe on 


— 


the world. A recent 9 8 80 will elu- 


eida te this een 


3 i 8 5 >. x 8 on 7 


. the courſe of the year 1 79 As con- 


- gddereple number of eities and coun- 


ries, in this kingdom, ei eitker abhorring 


the principle, or feeling the effects of 


| the prefent war,and diſapproving the 
meaſures of thoſe bywhom it was con- 


ducted, petitionedthe King as a pre- re- 
quiſite to the reſtoration of peace to 
diſmiſs his miniſters: the petitioners. ; 
- . having the ſame obje et in view hap- 


pened to expreſs their wiſhes in near- 
ly the ſame terms. The ſupporters 


of adminiſtration on this very ac- 
count, inſiſted that all the petitions 
muſt have been fabricated. in the 
| ſame 2 


WY 


tame mint; a as the Duke of Bed- | 8 
a ford had taken the lead in the Weſt- > 
minſter Petition, they aſſerted them 
dll to be his produ@ien.”. The N 5 
g cation is Wat be 5 TP 5 


3 
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In examining the evidences of the 


recurring. of. Jeſus, the apoſtles 
__ * preſent themſelyes as the firſt Wit-. 
gneſſes, and the inquiry is of n 5 


— 


tance—Who y were 3 3 


4 


| © company of Ts e ili 3 
terate men, ſtrangers to. the. arts of 2 
- tiſpytation and methods of perſua- 1 
wy ſion, whoſe education was in creeks 
5 and fiſhing: boats, naturally cowards ; IP 
and even the boldeſt among them 8 
7; diſcovered his puſillanimity, in the 
hour of apprehended danger, by a baſe 
denial of his maſter.— Now would. 
this man (though the, ſtory repłe- 


"ſents him as penitent, for bis. fault) 
ZE 3 . have 


85 TE 30. 3 „2 
1 SO RN” thi feſt ble witneſs FED 
i - ring Jefus to be riſen from the 
dead, unleſs he had been poſitive s 
the fact, when the aſſertion expoſed _ 
him tothe utmoſt peril, and afforded _ 
additional proof of his paſt crimi- 
nality; and when if Jeſus. had not 
been actually riſen, Peter muſt have 
known him to be feat} a groſs 
impoſtor, and conſequently his ven- 
| geance no more to be dreaded, than 
Bis promiſe to be truſted? > 


It! is ſutteientiy e W to a . 5 
not tinged with prejudice, that the - 
_ Apoſtles made. their public declar . 
tion in certain expettation of ſharing 
in the reproach of their maſter, 
without the remoteſt pol wility of 
obtaining any worldly gain, yea, NE 
the tſk of every worldly enjoyment, 
and with abundant reaſon to expect Es 
a violent. DEATH from the e 8 

| 1 | .their 


. 
F 


YE 


| Cathy bigotted « oppoſers, + they at 
length met the fate they ns 
to expet—ſuffering, torture and 
death. Now, though this be not ad- 


5 mitted as à proof of the truth off 


* 


their declarations; yet 1 will venture, 


1 without, any heſitation to affirm, 


that it will not be denied by the © 


' moſt. determined ſceptie That . 


lIuntary ſuffering of pain, diſgrace, 
and. death, for maintaining and de- 
cClaring the truth of an opinion, WII 
amount-to an undeniable: evidence of 
the perſuaſion the ſufferer himſelf - 
feels, of the truth of the opinion for 5 
which he ſuffers, when no other 


poſſible motive can be 1 * 8 


duch . e 


1 8 8 I > 
* ; 


ns in the rs e we all i 
"Bl: the perſuaſion of the ſufferer,-a 4 
proof of the truth of his eee | 
33 the queſtion e N to 
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A plain matter of fad, of which it i: 
abſolutely abſurd to ſuppoſe. the - 
martyrs could be ignorant; namely, 
tbat they ſaw, eat, drank, and con- 
verſed freely and frequently with, 
and were commiſſioned; and inſtruct- 


0 | ed during forty days by a moſt inti- 5 
? - _ --qapte- acquaintance. who. . Was _ 
| univerſally known, had, within a 
3 _ ſhort time preceding, been publiely h : 


r death, and that they acted 
© - - with (the aſt ſuſpicion and. cau- 
tionleſt wer anke e upon. . 
| "Tas the. common. o ſenſe of the . | : 
| n decide on this point, and 

1 will. appeal in particular to Tio 
i i MAS PAINE, as one of the moſt poſi- 
'B | SE : tive of our adverſaries, © You were 
—_ . - well acquainted with that amiable 
man; BRissor; you know. that NES 


5 pired beneath the Guillotine of Ro- 
BESPIERRE, to which. Et were your- 
„„ elf 
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Think you that it would be à poſſi- 
5 ble caſe for you to become a willing 8 


martyr, on the declaration that he 


5 Was riſen from the dead, although 


5 you diſbelieved it on his firſt ap- 


pearance, and until he gave you 


the moſt infallible proof of his iden- 
tity, reminded you of à variety of 
converſat ions before his execution, 
in which you had both been parties, 
brought to your recollection many 
hints he had given you, concerning 
this eventz that vou felt and examin - 
ed minutely the circular ſcar which. 
the decollating wound had left round 
his neck that you ſpent many ſocial 
hours with him, and received from 
him inſtructi ons, reſpecting the means 
by which you ſhould propogate the 


principles. of democracy, — unleſs 


fucl'a miracle as his r 
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But i in additive to the bie N 
. the man, to whom we have re- 
ferred, we have alſo that of the moſt 
_ determined enemy of the Meſſiah N 
and his followers: —A man whoſe 

5 natural talents were brilliant, Whoſe 
reaſoning powers were ſtrong; whoſe 


advantages of education were of the 


and whoſe prejudices were ſo deeply 


þ * 4 


— 
x 


155 firſt magnitude, whoſe knowledge of 5 5 
men and things was very extenſive, 


rooted and ſo carefully cultivated, 
as to have grown to the utmoſt 
height, and to be unconquerable by 
any human power; who had reſiſted + 
all this weight of evidence, and who 
= expected heaven as the merited re- 
Ward of his exertions in extirpating 
. chriſtianity who was a total ſtran- 
ger to fear, whoſe. enthuſiaſm im- 
pelled him in a courſe direQly con- 
trary ;—and yet this man all at once, 
without any human means employed OD 
| . „ 


do 1 1 1 certain wad. +. YG 
immediate loſs of wealth, of friends è ] 
_ of reputation, and at the hazard „ 
nis life, joins the followers of IuBs 
 CyrisT ;—boldly maintains his re 
| ſarreQion from the dead, proves it 

from the predictions of the antient | 
Prophets, aſſerting that he declared - | Þ 
none other things than Moſes and the Rp Rf | 


. had predicted; traverſes the 7 
world to preach that faith he once | 1 
eden endures for a long ſeries W Hl 
of years every poſſible hardſhip ß. 
peril, without leſſening his exerti- : 5 9 
ons in the cauſe; and at length when _ 1 1 
almoſt worn out with age and ſufß. 
1 joy fully dies a martyr to the "i 
truth of the reſurrection of Ixsus. 1 
Let thoſe who. deny this doctrine = 
„ if they can, the motives = 
which ſo irreſiſtibly operated on the — 
5 mind of Saut. of N . : Ml 
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The man Who ee 0 m 
auſe in which he was ſo zealouſly | 


engaged, as this man was in his 8 0 


poſition to chriſtianity,” muſt either 
be compelled by the force of irre- 
5 aſtible evidence, or be influenced by. 


ſiniſter deſiga; as the latter 


cbüld not poſſibly be the caſe with 


Paul, it muſt be the former, unleſs 


he be ſuppoſed inſane, an idea Wwhieh 
the manly ſenſe, and the uniform 
connected ſtrain of reaſoning mani- f 
3 in e letters, anne con- 


fu TOs" 


* Y C = 
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1 In 10 of thoſe letters, in which : 
| he aſſerts in the face of his adver- 
; aries, the fact we are treating of, 

-appeals to the teſtimony of above 
two hundred living witneſſes, Which ö 

if their teſtimony could not have 


he 


been produced, or if it could have 


been e his opponents would 


have 


— 


- 


— habe Zladiy e 9 opportu - — 
üer ſileneing him with ks 2 
glaring. convidtion of the. mal infa. 


maus falſehood. 


17 e oli. weapons: p 9 N 
. the declaration of the apo 
tles, demonſtrate the deſperate ſitu _ _ .. 8 
tion of the caule that needs them ðèĩx]«V?7( 
_ Why do deſpotic powers employ the 5 „5 
engine of force, to prevent the intro. 
duction, and growth of the Principles : 
of rational freedom? but becauſe it 
is impoſſible to refute thoſe principles . 
by revian. and pan 1 


— 


1 the a account of the Sal r „5 b 
| of Chriſt could have been proved 5 _ 
2 ©: N_—_ there bad been no need of 
1 putting the believers as well as the 

N reporters of it to death. Let „ 
not our adverſat ies imagine that they - | 5 _ 
can retort the force of this argumend. a 
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„ 0 30 3 
on. Chiriſtianity bebabſe cee 
_ ebriſtians have alſo perſecuted: it 
will not in the leaſt ſerve their turn 3 
for neither the new Teſttment, Jeſus 
Chriſt, his apoſtles nor the primitive 


Chriſtians can be found guilty, and 


wie ſhall trace anon a ſtrong evidence 


of the truth of revelation Ry 


= from thoſe very perſecutions, - 


Ir we conſider the 8 ho | 


| were both inclined and capacitated to 


detect the impoſture of Chriſtianity, 


wie ſhall ſee abundant reaſon to con- 


clude that it would have been in- 
ſtantly expoſed. Judas Iſcariot be- 
. the death of Jeſus Chriſt,” Who 
was as much as any of his fellows in 
' his confidence, muſt have diſcovered 
it; to have obtained a greater reward 
from the prieſts would glady have 

publiſhed it; and would never have 


_ brew fo weak as 0 e his own 
7 = erben 


— 


1 The PR wouldnot 


have been ſo hard driven as tobe ne- 


15 eeſſitated to raiſe the abſurd ſtory, 
that the Roman ſoldiers not only flept 


on their poſt, but with their eyes 
open, and that they ſaw the diſciples. 
ſteal his body without themſelves 


awaking! Thoſe who afterwards 


apoſtatized from the primitive chur- 
ches would have difcloſed the cheat 


in vindication of their own conduct, 
| and all the power of the civil and ecy 
50 eleſiaſtical arm, which was employ- 
cad to ſuppreſs, had it been "pol 


3 . ſible, the apoſtolical writings, would 


have engaged in carefully preſerving 


and univerſally diſſeminating theſe | 


diſcloſures. —How- is it then that 
among the numerous writings againſt 
this ſect that remain extant to the 
preſent time, We find no traces of 
ſuch a diſcovery?. The reaſon is ob- 
vious no ſuch e ever was 
N TED | . N 
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made; and conſequently no deceit 
| or impoſture ehe. V 


| 11 ene eee the teſti - 
mony of theſe witneſſes, that they 
could on all occaſions appeal. to the 
old teſtament, (which was in the pe · 
5 culiar poſſeſſion of their enemies, and = 
. by: them acknowledged as of the 
higheſt authority) for paſſages pre- 
dicting the incarnation, ſufferings, 


8 reſurrection, and glory of the 


Meſſiah; and that they had nothing 
- more. to prove to the Jews, than 
that Jeſus was the perſon deſeribed, 
of which his reſurrection was evi- 
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dence. ſufficient : but how. fooliſh | | 


muſt they have been, ever. to think 


ot perſuading mankind to believe a 


ſtory ſo ſtrange and unprecedented, - 
had they not themſelves felt the 
. moſt powerful evidence of it's truth? 


. * * L 


1 * * 


Ho- 


er ones with: rover fraud or fores, 


progress and ſucceſs, 2 well as . 
evidence ariſing from the works they 
oo to prove their miſſion, 
mall we they ſubject. of the following 


x» 
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w - Jefas Chriſt, an 
* the power of his dy 
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character and cifcumſtances of the 
Apoſtles, when they commenced 
their miſſionary tour through the 
world, to preach the reſurrection of -. 
Jeſus, and to inſtru ſinners in the 
way of acceptance with God through 


him; to call on men every where, 


not 917 to repent of their ſins, but 
to conſider even their moral and re- 
Aeg actions, as incapable of re- 
commending them to the favour of 
the deity to depend for ſalvation 


on one, whoſe name they had never 


known, who was now repreſented 
to them, as having been ets to en 
V%) ap: 
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= like» a 1 and woe followers 55 
1 appeared under the loweſt circum 
ſtances of poverty and diſgrace. We 8 
now eee to trace their progress 


5 and ſueceſs. VV 


5 


: 4.4 The Ge a og they firſt | 
Adee d themſelves, were the mur⸗ 5 
1 derers of their maſter, whoſe preju- 


dices againſt him and. his followers, 


were unabated, and whoſe leaders in 
religion, as well as polities, were 


= reſolutely determĩned to exert their 


utmoſt efforts to extirpate, if pot. 
ble, the very name of Jeſus from 3 
earth. —And What inducement did 5 
they propoſe to them, in order to 
[excite them to renounce. all their 8 
old opinions, and to worſhip and 
obey him, Who a ſhort time before 
had expired in agonies, the victim 5 
of eccleſiaſtical tyranny and popular 
- a 5 Far + from attempiivy to:ſooth 
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. their rage 7 flatteries, or > bag 
their good will by eee "I 
their do@rine to their audience, of 
whole diſpoſitions and inclinations | 
they were not ignorant, they ho- 
neſtly charge home to their conſci- 
enees, the fouſeſt of murders, aſſert 
tue innocence and dignity of the Sa- 
vlour's penſon, reprobate the vile 
motives Which influenced their hear- 
| ers in his condemnation, and call 
them to repentance on the ground of 
nis exaltation to beftow forgiveneſs, 
Fur from promiſing them worldly 
Felicity, they prefent to them an am- 
ple ſhare of that perſecution and 
diſgrace, they themſelves were en- 
countering: far from teaching them 
to expect a larger portion in the 
earthly inheritance of Canaan, they 
call upon them to relinquiſn that 
| which they held ſo dear, and which 


5 85 was s 16 AP connected with their 5 
: national 


* 


nad teſtified to the Joy: . 5 


„ 


national SM in the hope of res. 
ceiving an eternal inheritance in a 
world unſeen, from one, wWho when 
he was on earth, had not where to 
lay his head; to beſt o. the produce 
. of their poſſeſſions, not on the 


apoſtles themſelves, but on the por; 
- which they call, laying up. treaſures. 

in heaven, and a goad foundation 
6 e the time to come,” e 4 
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Theſe i. 8 diüatereſted | 
-—_— as ſoon as they were-ſenſi- : 


ble of the import and extent of their 
commiſſion, and were by a variety 


of circumſtances, emancipated from 
the national prejudices of Which 
they had been the fubjects, began i in 


obedience to the command of their 


; maſter, to preach to the Gentiles, 


the ſame redeemer of whom they 
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In addreſſing them, FIRE N not 
5 as with their own country» 


| men, out of thoſe ſcriptures. whick 
tte Jews profeſſed to believe; they 
had not therefore opportunity of 
availing themſelves of acknowledged 


principles, in . them to hs | 


Go on gs: OP EC 


The ftuntion of the te world 


| at this period is well known : the ” 
heathen prieſts governed the com- 
mon people in the concerns of reli- 


- 
6 


5 gion; and found their exertions a 


| fource of riches and honours the 


people willingly gave chembatves up 
to their guidanee, and implicitly ' 
received all their. wretched impoſi- | 


tions on. common fenſe, as the un- 


* will of the Gods— 


The more Abele 5 9 
8 vated * of Manon, followed the 


dictates 4 


\ 
7 


15 


the rights of man were not only in- 

vaded with impunity, but the lineal | 
deſcendants of the martyrs of liber 
ty, were become ſo de baſed, as to 


ſeourging th 
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Atdates of the ers Sis 


| profeſſed by their inſtructions to 
make men wiſe and e 


both the devotees of the priefts, and 


the diſciples of the philoſophers, 
while they boaſted of the power of 


= 


their different ſyſtems, lived under 
the dominion of the moſt irregular 
_ paſſions, and practiſed, with little 
1 the eee 1 


* 1%; * 


17 ne Roman and Grechin ans 
were no more. — The reſources of 
the world were at the direction, and 
it's armies under the command of a 
lawleſs and tyrannic Emperor; while 


crouch at the feet and lick the hand 
of a deſpot, rg Was ee _ 
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LE = The intereſts 1 We Pics the 
by Ts reputation of the ſages and the poli- 
ye ties of the Emperors made them de- 

{ termined foes to a religion, which pre- 
ſented a relief to the guilty conſci- 
% 5 of a finner, without gratifying 
„ the avarice of the onen or Huctering 
. the "Brie of the * N 


5 = x The common aliens» were in tho 
5 _ . higheſt degree averſe to a ſyſtem, 
| | which condemned as groſs idolatry, - 
| tuen moſt religious actions, admitted 

n bolt no compromiſe betwixt the living 
Bo, and their imagined deities, and 
1 the ſeverity of whoſe: precepts, af 
torded no licence to the indulgence. 
. of thoſe paſſions, the gratification of 
1 N Which conſtituted their higheſt and | 

: n refined MR GE ET” „„ 
5 -Thezenbivy + diſciples ere 
V and learned Tages, could not be of- 
JJ 5 ended 
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kendeg with a Gomes which caſt he >. 
_ utmoſt contempt on their maxims of 

wiſdom, and after all their laboriovs  -- ] 
and painful reſearches „ ©: 
depths of ſcience, treated their high.. 8 | 
eſt pretenſions to anos] SO „ 
e as e of their „ . 72 


The 1 . epa 1 
- - well as the Jewiſh, though their ſen⸗ 
timents and manners were ſo diverſe 1 
from each other, yet agreed to op- 
"mu this new ſect with every weg- 
* N could graſp... % TT QER 7. 
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5 = d 3 4 . "a : the ene | 
ples of human reaſon, who would 
* heſitate at once to ſay, that it was 
_ impoſſible. for chriſtianity to obtain PTE 
converts, eee either Jews or 
9 oe „ 
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Wen Peter. firſt dare od 3 8 
bitants of Jeruſalem, no leſs: than 
three thouſand; oppoſers ſo ſtrongly 
felt the power of his words (rude 
and unlettered as: Was the ſpeaker). 


| that. they inſtantly. joined the apo. 


tles, and evidenced their firm belief 


in and expectation of felicity in a fu- 


ture ſtate, by chearfully parting with 
a. worldly inheritances, and pati 
ently encountering. every. kind of 
difficulty, danger, and diſgrace, in 
conſequence of their rereptieg. and- 
a1 of e NET or 
| Attend- to the. es of the 
1 nation at this day, and then 
judge of the force of thoſe prinei- 
ples which could thus overcome the 


deſire of worldly riches, in me 


minds of ſo great a number, 
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_ Extenſive empite, afforded numbers 


* * 33 5 
by which" many of the privittive - 
chriſtians were diſperſed through . 


A few years multiplied to myriads 
in Jeruſalem alone, and among them 
it is ſtill more remarkable, Was 825 
er N oy NIE th ? 8 4 


1 


: diſtant regions, their humber was in 


be letters written by the apo 
tles to different focletles of chriſt 
ans, Which form Fo cbnſiderable a 
part of the new teſtament, proe 


that Lach ſocieties did exilt in parts, 


many of them diſtant from each 
other; as Rowe, Corinth, Epheſus, 

Coloft, Philippi, and ſeveral otlter 
pieces of note; and when the Roman 
Emperors nies” the fwörd of 
xerfecution, every province bf their 


bk willing victims. 
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we may call. on dur ancient he” 
E 2. Pp Ponent 
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; re e to TREVOR As fat, 
Who expreſſes his aſtoniſnment in 
this manner :— If living indeed, he 
b perſuaded none; but now he is 
e dead, they that pleaſe, perſuade ſo 
many? is not this moſt abſurd?“ 
gat ue need not ſpend much time 
in proving, that the followers of the 
apoſtles were very numerous, ſince 
o many of the Pagan writers ac- 
EY knowledge the fact; and the num 
ber, violence, and Wok duration of 
the perſecutions raiſed againſt them, 
and the exiſtence of chriſtianity. ; 
ter ſo many of the chriſtians tiad bee * 
| Ae to eee is + an. ſalficlent — Fo | 


© It will © of ora res to 
ander the character and conduct 
of the primitive chriſtians.— —Previ- 
ous to their reception. of this new. 
doctrine, many of them had been, 
Fs was eee ot the N and 
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moſt ahand ing of OM TREE paul 
reminds the Corinthian believers of. 
this, (1 Cor. Chan. 6. Neither for- 
< nicators, nor idolaters, nor adul. _ 
< terers; nor effeminate, nor abuſers. 
"206 themſelves: with: mankind, nor 
©. thieves, nor eovetous, nor drunk: 


dar ds, nor revilers, nor extortion- | 


ers, ſhall inherit the kingdom of 
God: and ſuch were ſome of you.” 1 * 
2 the Epheſians (Chap. 12. —5 ve 

„ walked according tothe courſe f 8 
« this world, according to the prince 5 


* 


C of the power of, the air, the ſpirit | 


. that; now worketh: in the children 


4 of diſobedience Among whom 
« alſo: weall had our converſation i in 


. © times paſt inſthe luſts of the fleſh, 


* fulfilling the deſires uf the fleſh and 
Sof the mind, and were by nature 25 ; 
3 e children of Wrath, even 26 5 
5 « others.” , Modern deiſts; will 5 
I 1 , N 199: truth Of - a 5 
41 * . 3: £7 rere e - Bo 
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ae Roneſty of thoſe RO make fach 
a confeſſion Feſt thei 8 
"14ther would an unprejudierd mind 
from hence, de led to credit What 
0 Ad, a. Weg e The: 1 
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© Tels "Chriſt; it is "eanally certain, 
were herein verified 7 and the erimes 
"Intereſted * 

acculers, in order te — the po- 
Mt them, were never 
o. the Aan 2 
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3 Jes ch a the mutual! 
| love of his. diſciples, a mark whereby 
hay Niould be known and diſtin- 
iſhed; ant nothing Was more ma- 

nien than. their zealous at Lana 
| to each other. 1 e 
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Nr was their felkdenial les x - 
markes, Than their mut tial Meas. 
- - of; indeed the profeſſion of their faith 

in Jeſus Ohriſt, required che highelt 
degree of felf-denial, as it fupjected 
1 immediately to the lols of 
every earthiy gratification.— They 
nut have been comparatively in- 
_ different to pleaſure, wealth, fame, 
friends, and even the neareſt "nd _ 
ene connexions, or the inffuence 
cok theſe would have prevented them 
from owning * defpiſed” erurifed 
man as their Lord, by and from 
hem tuey expected everlaſting Map. 
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The ancient enemies of; chriftian- 5 
ity, could neither object againſt the 
chriſtian teachers, nor their diſeiples, 


I that lucre Was their object: on the 
| contrary, . it apperrs that the primi- 


tive chriſtians both underſtood and 
followed the maxim of Jeſus Chriſt, 
« ye cannot ſerve God and mammon.“ 


If inſincerity had, in any inſtance, 
and on any account, been Wade 


by them, it ſurely would have been 
made uſe of, when prevarication 


might have preſerved life, or ſecured 


the quiet poſſeſſion of it's  enjoy- 


ments: but_ their readineſs to die, 


rather than deny any one of the. 


truths. they had profeſſed, affords _ 


ſuch evidence of their probity, as 


| cannot eaſily. be evaded, nor poſlibly 


be confuted: and this is acknow- 


| ledged by Celſus, Marcus Aurelius, : 
Pliny, Arrian, and Lucian. +. TRE. 
teltimony « of Lucian 0 de morte pereg-. | 
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rini) on this ſubjec is 85 expreſs, 
that I cannot prevail on myſelf to 
omit it, as it not only evidences the 
readineſs of the chriſtians. to die, | 


rather than ſeem to deny their faith, 


but alſo points out the principle on 
which they ated, —< Thoſe wretches . 
have perſuaded. e that 
they ſhall be in their whole perſons 
immortal, and live to eternity; 

wherefore alſo they contemn death, 
„ and many of them ea ade deli- ” 
i ver up themſelves,” : . 
= es things in particular exem- 

: plify the power of that religion pro- 
feſſed by the primitive chriſtians: 5 
The work of. faith, the patience of hope, 8 
and the labour of | love. 1 | 
Believing 3 of Jeſus Chris, | 
they? were ſeeking eternal life and 
E in the may pointed out by 
the 


(8) 


the new teſtament; and herein they 
profeſſed to be Leied by the ſpirit 
of Jeſus Chriſt dwelling in them: 
as ſtrangers and pilgrims“ they 
abſtained from AReffily lifts which 
< war againſt the foul?” their whole | 
conduct proved they counted not 
this world their reft, but were tra- 
velling towards a better, and there- 
fore they renounced the purſuit of 
thoſe things, which men in | moins 
were N . ö 


oe”. 


80 exalted were their vie ws 2” 
| that felicity, which they expected 
beyond the grave, that the bare hope 

of it rendered them ſuperior to ſuf- 
- Ferings, and though their trials were 
| ſuch as unaſſiſted nature muſt have 
ſunk under, yet they valued them 


as a precious treaſure, and 3 241 5 
8 : in "ew as an 17 dignity. . 
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- by that blood in which 
| they: truſted: for acceptance with 
d, they were conſtrained by the 
love of the Saviour, to imitate; that 
aſtoniſhing. kindneſs: Which led him 
to be ſo prodigal of life on their be - 
half, and to lay down n lives for 
- brechen. e e eee 


8 
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Was 8 not then a divine and 
ſupernatural influence attending the . 
_ preaching of the apoſtles, to: n 
ſuch effects in ſo many of their hear- 
ers? and did ęver philoſpphy, or x ea · 
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perhaps a deiſt may TE nou to 
reply —<If weſaw that chriſtians 
of the preſent day, were/univerſally, ö 
ſuch perſons. as you have repreſent- 
ed, we ſhould be led to ſuppoſe that | 
there was ſome reality in- the reli-- 
gion they profeſs, but we ſee in all ES 

©: ES Fog 
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D 


4 


the nations called chriſtian, the e con- 
trary is manifeſt; their profeſſion con- 


ſiſts with the practice of all the vices 
which the light of nature condemns, 


and the public leaders in reli igion are 
evidently uſing it principally as an 


inſtrument to aggrandize and enrich 
themſelves, while they hood-wink, 
| and tr n Pon wth pas Serre 


bs OB. | 


Wwe admir; the kact; EP we are 


to far from acceding to che reaſoning - 
grounded: upon' it, that we ſcruple 


not to aſſert that the truth of - 


revelation is. moſt abandantly con- b; 


firmed thereby: and if any thing 


could have ſtaggered our faith in 


chriſtianity, the fight of nations of 


this world, in their collective capa- 
city, keeping pure its doctrines and 
-obeying its ou n 0 e 
e e 
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In order 155 avail ourſelves of the 
evidence undeſignedly brought for- 
ward in ſupport of revelation by its 
perverters, it is neceſſary to take no- 
tice of the nature of the kingdom of 
Chriſt ; the predictions in the new 
teſtament of the oppoſition to be made 
to pure chriſtianity, under the chriſ- 
tian name; the corruption of the 
doctrines of chriſtianity ; the ſpiri- 
tual-tyranny of the clergy, and the 
univerſal depravity of manners pro- 
duced. thereby; together with the 
fulfilment of thoſe predictions in 
the riſe, completion and progreſſive 
dowufal of this antichriſtian fabric, 
with the means and inſtruments of 
each. The evidence ariſing from 
theſe topics, I ſhall. | endeayour, if 
you are not tired of the ſubject, to 5 


ſtate in my next letter. In the mean“ 8 


time I wiſh you to conſider without 
5 what has been already 
offered by : Sir, Yours, &c. 


TTF LETTER 


25 » 
. Fon we. ND to whe FT 


laſt propoſed, I will juſt ſtate, as 1 
promiſed at the cloſe of my ſecond 
Ietter, the evidence produced by the 
. 5 apoſtles of their divine miſſion ,ariſing 
from the miracles they performed in | 

| the name ;of CORES. | 0 


— 
*. 


1 Much 1 been ad by hers on 
4 this ſabje&,in order to refute which, 
ſome of the deiſtical writers have 
been obliged to fly to the atheiſtical 
: 5 ſentiment, — That ; nothing can ever 
: have happened contrary to the eſtab- 
liſhed laws of nature ; of which laws 
| however N cannot but, in a great 
5 meaſure 8 


„ I Coon Be OW NT 
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8 ane their own 1 ignorance: _ 
but this conduct, ſo exactly ſimilar to 
that of which they accuſe the chriſ- 
tian teachers, cannot perſuade aux 
man who will think for himſelf, that 


the works attributed to Moſes, 
Chriſt, and the Apoſtles were merely 


human, or the juggling artifices, of 2 


5 att: elan cas 1 5 


| Moſes never oak Ce ET 


| a hundred thouſand men who had 


eyes and ears, that they /aw the 
8 plagues of Egypt, heard the law from 
Sinai, themſelves paſſed throught a 
divided Tea, and /aw their enemies 
drowned by attempting to follow 
them; that they eat bread which 5 
fell from heaven, and which they _ 
gathered up on the ground during 8 755 
forty, years; and that they after- 


wards went through the ſtream of 


J dryſhod, ae theſe things 
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+ had been true; and if they knew chin 


to be facts, not all the reaſoning. or 


5 ſophiſtry in the world could have per- 
ſuaded them that thele were e 


4 


natural events. 


In no future period could any man 
have come and told them that the 
relations of theſe things had been 


written by Moſes, and had been 
the ſubjects of their conſtant conver- 


ſation, that they had been taught 
them When children, and that the ; 


book containing them had ever ſinee - 
been the ſtatute law of the nation, 
and the rule of its government, un⸗ 
leſs that book had n true. | 


a * 
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When Jeſus Chriſt and his apbliles | 


 appeated, and confirmed their doc- 


trine by miracles, there were but 


i two ways in which oppoſers cauld 
; come forward to defeat the evidence 


EE VE 
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of f thei divitte comb either 1 
by denying ſuch Works „„ | 
| formed, or by attempting to account 5 
for them from inferior cauſes, and 
without admitting the interpoſition 
of the Deity : the latter appears to . 
have been the ground of oppoſition 
5 they univerſally chofe, which would 
never have been the caſe, had | 
they been able to deny the reality of , 
thoſe Works. | 


. 
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Thus the Seribes and Phariſees Ar 
gued : — He caſteth out devils, 


8 through Beelzebub the pr ince ofthe 
„ gevils:” and the ancient as well as 8 
modern oppoſers of revelation, have 

ſtriven to perſuade mankind, that the 

52 lying wonders which fill the Tegen- 

f dary writers of Rome; and the mira- 


cles of the new teſtament : ar . the | 2 
Tame claſs,” 285 | | 
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But the miracles of Chriſt . tke 
Apoſtles were of a nature of which 
every rational mind was a competent 5 
Judge. Healing diſeaſes with a touch, 
removing natural infirmities by a. | 
word, raiſing the dead at command, 725 


5 —theſe,with works ofa ſimilar natu rm, 


* 


0p well as friends. e 


* = 


any man who ſaw them performed, 
muſt be convinced i in his judgment, ; 
(however he might from bad motives 
be influencedto deny it) were unqueſ. 
e divine. = 


: They were performed in open day 
light, in the moſt public places, and 


in the view of thouſands, enemies 


: 4 8 # 


RAT = 


| pr oa who have oppoſed the 3 8 
of divine authority, ariſing from thoſe 


works, have admitted their reality. 
Contraſt the miracles of our Saviour, | 


ws the pretended. miracles. with 
„ „ . 
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3 intereſted as: in ani. "Ne 


deceived a credulous world, and it 


are worthy of credit. Let the deiſts, 8 
if they are not fearful of diſcovering Pe 
an un welcome truth, make the com- 


its e „ "oft 5 


5 others on this ſubject, I ſhall not far- 
| conſider ation of what 1 promiſed in 


: mY THE, PERVERTERS. OF THE. e 
| brought againſt, Jeſus Chriſt to the : 


fore their own Sanhedrim: in the 
| for mer courts Joe: crime imputed to 
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adyance their intereſt and fame, have. 


will inſtantly appear. which of them 2 


pariſon fairly, and they muſt ne > 


* 


But as 1 en. has have. aid 5 5 


ther purſue it, but proceed to the 


my laſt. — Tas EVIDENCE. AFFORDED 


= 


The accuſation. 8 1 ig 
Roman governor Pilate, varied ſome- 


what from the charges preferred be- 


. - 
„„ | | him 


* 


£6). 


bim was cet of Blaſphemy, 7 aNſert- 
ing that he was the ſon of God; but 


this would not have been ſufficient 
to convict him before the Roman 
tribunal, and therefore they add to 
it two other indictments, /edition 
b aa yy ambition, (Luke xxiti, 2.) 


c We found this fellow pervert- 


ing the nation, and forbidding to 


give tribute to Ceſar, ſaying that 


4 he himſelf is Chriſt a King,” — This 


naturally led Pilate to enquire of 


Rim, whether he claimed any regal 


authority; in reply to which, jeſus 


made that memorable anſwer which. 
ought to be conſtantly recollected, 
not only by every profeſſor of his 


religion, but by every deiſt WO has 


not. a deſign wilfully to confound 


tianity with it's corruptions, as 


2 an e for” i re it. 


* 3 


* «My Kingdomis' not of this wort: 
| 66 * 


Ul 


* 


% 
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e if my kingdom were of this world, 


* then would my ſervants figlit, that 0 
© T ſhould not be delivered to the 
% Jews: but now is my kingdom not 
«from hence. Fohn xviii.36.)—In 


the next verſe he farther explains 
the nature of his kingdom, — To 
« this end was I born, and for this 


« cauſe came I into the world, that 
* ] ſhould bear witneſs (or be a mar- 


« tyr) unto the TRUTH: every one 
„that is of the, truth ee wy 
« yaice,”. 7 


„„ 


| 2s ris: confeſſion, Jeſus Chriſt 


while he aſſerts himſelf a king, de- 
clares that his kingdom is of a nature 
totally different from all worldly 
kingdoms. My kingdom is not of 
„this world,” This he proves by 
rejecting that power, by Which all 
worldly governments are defended 
; —the PATON? of * Faru ? If my 


« OP 
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„ 

& kingdom were of this world, then 
„would my ſervants fight.“ At tbe 
{ame time he intimates that his 

kiugdom, under the types and ſha- 
dows of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, had 
: ſomewhat of a worldly form: But 
© now is my em not from 


40 hence. 5 Do — 


97 By adorn the nature of the 
Jewiſh theocracy, we may perceive 
more plainly. the new teſtament 
kingdom. of Jeſus Chriſt, which is 
| not of. this world. 3 


7 The ae the Jewiſh kingdom 
was outwardly grand and glorious; 
—the ſeat of regal power and of re- 
ligious worſhip, was adorned with 
every conceivable ornament to charm 
: the. ſenſes: the adminiſtration of | 
juſtice had its coſtly regalia, the ex- 
erciſe of worſhip its ee cere- 
%%% | menen, 


Co 


mönieg, a the coſtume. of the mi- 
niſters, was s clegont and rich. | 


* 


But che kilo of - Jeſus Chriſt, 
as viſible in this world, diſclaims all 
the trappings of royalty; admits of 
no external ornaments to captivate 
the multitude: the king himſelf af. 
fected no oſtentation or pomp, and 
his prime miniſters, the apoſtles, had 
nothing in their habit to diſtinguiſh 
or to attract the notice of the world; 
—ſimplicity reigns through all the 
ordinances of his worſhip; it re- 
quires no ſumptuous edifice to be 
erected for it's celebration; all diſ. , 
tinction of places is aboliſhed and 
heaven itſelf, where he more imme- 
diately reſides, is the only ſeat of it's 

overnment and tem le of it's wor- 5 
b | e 


. 


- 
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17 ne ancient © Jewiſh 3 was 
OM. limited | 


1 : 5 | — 


| ( N 
Umited t to a 3 ſpot, the FR) : 
of Canaan, which was beſtowed on 
the ſubjects of that kingdom as an 
inheritance, and peace and plenty in 
this world, were the promiſed re- 
wards of obedience, But the ſub- 
jects of Chriſt's kingdom, have no 
promiſe of an earthly inheritance, 
but diſperſed as they are through 
the different parts of this world, Are: 
« as ſtrangers. and pilgrims,” travel- | 
= ling to their home, another world; 5 
2 mY Sfp of having here no ain city, 
« but ſeeking one to come; — and 
} ; inſtead of ſeeking; for earthly. advan- 
N | tages from their profeſſion of chriſti- | 
j  anity, they are taught to expect po- 
VvVverty in, and perſecution from the 
5 worldzyea, they are forbiddentto layup 
5 for themſelves treaſures on earth,” 
| and are commanded to deny them 
RL. een to take e croſs; ;thusfol- 


* 


RE , n 

n 3 

5 8 18 « — 
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Joins: the example of their Lord 


$ 


and maſter. : 
85 the Jewiſh. ate 8 ae were ; 
many diſtinctions of title, rank and 
power: but in the new teſtament 
Church, or, as it is often called, the 
„kingdom of heaven,” all theſe dif. 
tinctions are aboliſhed, and perfect Gr 
equality ſubſiſts between the mem- - 
bers: all the offices therein are offi- 
ces, not of lordſhip over, but of ſer- 
vice to this community, nor are they 
any way adapted to gratify the pride, 
or . the e "yu {ome ache 


| The 1 mean -of 4 in \ theJe 
iſh theocracy, was the ſame as 5 
worldly kingdoms fie ſword ; and 
though their God and king by his | 
immediate interpoſition, often. made — nn 
them ſucceſsful over their enemies = 
yet it was through the medium _ MY 
bt T „ 


„„ 
of warlike exertions: their Heroes, 
depending on him, waxed valiant 
iy fight, and turned to flight the ar- 
4 mies of the aliens:”—but in the 
kingdom of Chriſt, this mean of de- 
fence, oppoſing force to force, i is for 
ever diſclaimed; and when one of 
DW apoſtles, in his zeal for his maſter, 
. fo far erred as to draw his ſword in 
his defence, he gave him this me- 
morable anſwer : put up now thy 
.* ſword into the ſheath, for all they 
e that take the Word Funk 7-3 a 
2:6 "with the ſword. 8 
The Jewiſh eccleſiaſtical govern- 
ment was connected with it's civil 
polity, and the civil magiſtrate poſ- 
ſeſſed a power of puniſhing, with the 
ſword of temporal juſtice, all offen- 
ders againſt the religious inſtitutes 
of the nation; he likewiſe maintained 
from the 2 5 revenues, the Tites- 
Zz 9 


. 


of 33 Kt the eſtabliſhed 178 : 
hood: but in the kingdom of Jeſus: 
Chriſt, civil and religious authority 
is completely ſeparated, and no re- 
wards or puniſhments, of a temporal 
nature, are to be diſpenſed in his 
name he does not admit any of his 


ſubje&s, on account of any rank or 


power they. may hold in the civil 
ſtate, to exerciſe dominion over the 
conſciences of others, nor empow- 


er that ſtate to interfere in the af. 


fairs of his kingdom, o or to provide, 


by civil authority, for the inte | 


nance of his miniſters, . 


The governors of the: | paige” 


5 church of Iſrael, might avail them- 


| ſelves of the maxims of worldlypolicy, ” 
(fo far as they Were not inconſiſtent 
with morals) in ordering the affairs of. * 
. the Jewiſh kingdom; but Jeſus Chriſt - 
GS all -. theſe maxims from his 
8 2 Eh Reon”; 5 


Y . 
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5 e nis ſubjects are Formed 
buy the influence of the truth, teſti- 
fied by him and his applies; this 
truthis not recommended by worldly | 
wiſdom, or rendered efficacious by 
human eloquence, but by the wiſdom 
of God, and by the effectual working 
of his: SHORT: | Rl 
1 5 e motives to obedience in the 
5 ancient Jewiſh kingdom were, many 85 
of them, of a worldly nature ; peace 
and plenty in their borders, victory 
over their enemies, and long life to | 
enjoy the bleſſings of Canaan :—but | 
in the chriſtian church, the diſciples 
of the king of martyrs. are taught 
to follow his example, to bear wit- 
neſs to the truth by patient ſuffer- 
ing for it, and to expect perſecution 
a the nee conſequence of 
their obedience to his laws; while 
. the hope of eternal life Sick him 
| | | hereafter, 


% . : 


1 185 2 up as their en⸗ 
f San,, to endure hardneſs | 
* 1 foldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. : 


Y 20 
ben was the kingdom of Chriſt 


as erected by n1M, and on theſe prin- 
ciples his ſubjects h heard his 
voice, acted in the primitive times; 
and while they thus acted, chriſti- 
anity had a ſecret witneſs. to. its 
truth and excellence, even in the 
minds of its oppoſers. Chriſt ank 
the apoſtles were, however, con- 
ſtantly predicting an apoſtacy which | 
would take place, and an oppoſite 
kingdom which would ariſe in the 
| world, bearing the name of Chriſtian, : | 
but in reality Antichriſtian.— — 1 his 
being an important branch of our 
ſubject, we. ſhall particularly notice 
_ thoſe . and their accom: = 
Pn: | 5 


5 Take hood ( laid 1 Jeſus & 
G7: a « ciples) 
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_"p d eiples) that no man deceive! you, | 
"8 for many ſhall come in my name | 

7 . . ſaying, I am Chrift, and ſhall de- 
. r many : - - and then ſhall 

bi many be offended, and ſhall betray 

27 one another, and ſhalt hate one : 
* 5 & another, and many falſe prophets | 

= <« ſhall ariſe and ſhall deceive many, 

* | % and becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, 

A | "66 TUE love of many ſhall wax cold. 

5 Af any man ſhall ſay unto you, 

N oo: 1% here is Chriſt, or there, believe 

i it not; for there ſhall ariſe falſe _ 

6s Chriſts and falſe prophets, and 
b | « ſhall ſhew great ſigns and wonders, © 
= «4 jnſomuch that if it were poſſible 
1 3 they ſhall deceive the very elect.— 
_ ' Behold 1 have told you before. 
. Matthew xxiv. and to the ſame 
9 T4 7 "es ſee- . 1. Luke XX 
5 3 5 
—_ In the N farewell: de : 

4 1 | N which the apoſtle Paul deliver ed to | 
—_ > . . c 7" the .. 
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"ky Ste of the Rona eleven 5 
Miletus, at his laſt interview with 


them, he in a ſimilar manners for- 


warns them. Take heed therefore” 
to yourſelves and to all the flock _ 
„ Over which the holy Ghoſt hath 
made you overſcers, to feed the 


„chürch of God Which he hath 


„ purchaſed with his own Blood, for 
< I know this that after my depart- 
ing, ſhall grievous wolves enter in 


„ zmong vou not ſparing the flock, 


«421fo of your own' ſelves fall men 
< ariſe ſpeaking. perverſe things to 
Ed. draw a e We after them. -$ 
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I his e be to the Corin- 
thian church the fame apoſtle writes, 


el fear leſt by any means, as the 
A ſerpent beguiled Eve, through his | 


40 ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould be 


0 ' edrrupted's from the wann that 
1 4 
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15 ; © js in Christ. 'E alſe apoſtles, deat. 


. e 


ful workers, transforming them- 
2 ſelves into the apoſtles of Chriſt, 
* and no marvel, for Satan himſelf is 
58 transformed into an angel of light. 
de Therefore it is no great thing if his 
* miniſters alſo be transformed as the - 
< miniſters of righteouſneſs.” (II. Cor. 

1 And to the Coloſſians, (Chap. 
« 2d,) This I ſay leſt any man ſhould 
. Wande you with enticing words. 
Beware leſt any man ſpoil you 


NS, through. philoſophy and vain de- 


not after Chriſt. 


60 ceit after the tradition of men, af- 
ter the rudiments c of the world,and 
Let no man 
. therefore judge you in meat or in 
66 drink, orin reſpect of an holy day, ä 
« or of the new moon, nor of the ſab- 
bath days, which are a ſhadow 8 
things to come, but the body is of 
Chriſt. Let no man beguile you of 
your reward in a voluntary bumi- 
105 and e of angels, & c. 
nn a oo 2 1 he 


Ss 


God. Remember ye not that when 
* I was yet with you, I told you 

4 theſe things.—And now ye know 
| 2 1 66 what Ru 


* 8 * 


The Theſſalonians: are addreſſed. 5 


more particularly and plainly, (24. 


ede 2d, chap.) © Now we beſeech 
you brethren by the coming of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt and by our ga- 1 

* thering together unto him that 


10 ye be not ſoon ſhaken in mind, or 
© be troubled, neither by ſpirit, nor 


by word, nor by letter as (pretend- - 


ing to be) from us; as that the day 


“of Chriſt is at hand. Let no man 


„ deceive. you by any means, for that 


day ſhall not come except there 

% come a falling away firſt, and that 

4 man of ſin be revealed, the ſan of 

4 perdition, who. oppoſeth and ex- | 

4 alteth himſelf above all that is call- 
«ed God or that is worſhipped, ſo 

that he as God ſitteth in the temple 


% of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is 


x 


* 1 


* 

7 

3 

| 
7 & 


68.) 


4 bat Withholdeth, that he might 
be revealed in his time. For the 
> myſtery of iniquity doth; already 


„% Work; only he that now letteth 
12 will let until he be taken out of the 
„ Way. —And then ſhall that wicked 
© be revealed whom. the Lord ſhall 
% conſume with the fpirit of his 
„mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with the 
e brightue(s of biscoming—evenhim 


_ © whoſe coming is after the working 


« of Satan with all power and figns, 


« and lying. wonders—and with all 


6; « deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs 

in them that periſh, becauſe they re- 
« ind not the love of the truth 
« khat they might be ſaved:—and for 


this cauſe. God ſhall, lend them 
< ſtrong. deluſionthat they ſhould be- 
« lie ve a lye; that they all might be 


damned whobelie ved not the truth, 


4 hut had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. 


in 


6 


1 this 1K. Epiſtle: toi ets 

| 1 Chap. we read ſimilar language. 
“ Now the ſpirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, | 
©< that in the latter times ſome ſhalt _ 
cc depart from the faith, giving heed _ | 
© to ſedueing ſpirits and doctrines of 
4. having their conſeienees ſearec 


„ devils, —Speaking lies in hypo 


4 ith an hot iron; forbidding to mar- 
& ry, and commanding to abſtain from 


«© meats,” &c.— And in the 2d, Epiſ. 
tle, the apoſtle gives ſeveral plain in- 
timations to the ſame effect. This | 
„know alfo, that in the laſt days 
„ periltous times ſhall come: for 
* men ſhall be lovers of their own 
«ſelves, &c. Having a form of god- 
li neſs, but denying the power theve- 
4 of, &c,” (Chap. 3.) Peter in his 2d. 


: Epiſtle Cad. Chap. tells the churches 


— But there were falſe prophets | 


alſo among the people, even as 


there W be 8 8 teachers, among 
= | r 


. - 
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« you, who privily hall bring - in 
re damnable hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and 
„bring upon themſelves ſwift de- 
<« ſtruction And many ſhall- follow 
their pernicious (or laſcivious) 
< ways, by reaſon of whom the way 

« of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of.“ 


John in the firſt of his Epiſtles, 
chu 2d.) ſays,—Little children it 


« is the laſt time, and as ye have 
« heard that antichriſt ſhall come, 
„even now are there many anti- 
„ chriſts: they went out from us, 
but they were not of us.— He is 
< antichriſt that denieth the father 
« and the ſon,—Beloved believe not 
1 « every ſpirit, but. try the ſpirits, 

+ whether they are of God, becauſe 


© many falſe prophets are gone out - 


into the world. —Hereby know ye 
the ſpirit of God; every ſpirit that 
« confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
« 5 in the Het is of God? 5 


MM „„ 


r 


_ © the ben wn Ka error,” 
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And every ſpirit that confeſſeth 


© not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in 
« the fleſh, is not of God; and this 


Ws is that ſpirit of antichrift, whereof 
. you have heard that it ſhould. 


come; and even. now already is it 
„in the wor 1d. 


We are of God: he that know- 


« « eth. God heareth us; he that is not 
. of God heareth not us. Hereby 


© know we the IO of truth, and 


8 Tug travibrids ae whole epiſtle 


of Jude, and the ↄth. 11th. 13th, and 


from the 16th, to the 20th, chapters 


of the bock of Revelations, if I were 


to. produce all the teſtimonies they 
afford to the aſſertions I have laid 
down reſpecting the grand apoſtacy: 


but (if our opponents as honeſt - 
= Ts TTT 


e ee 
ot world, nA ſpeak they of the 
5 world, and the world heareth them. 


— 


— 


men, would not wilfully refuſe the 


they reject it as a falſehood) I would 
wish the deiſts, in addition to the 
TI paſſages I have produced, to conſult 
thoſe now referred to, and I think the 


following things will plaiply 98 
to an unbiaffed ia 


OO 


That the apoſiles e = 
the minds of their converts, a con- 
ſtant expectation of meeting with 
much oppoſition in every age, on 
account of their profeſſion and prac- 


tice of chriſtianity.— That although 


the oppoſit ion hey met with, was 


_ chiefly from Jews and Pagans, this 
would not always be the caſe, but that 
a2 more univerſal, fierce, prevalent, * 


and laſting enemy, ſhould ariſe from 
the boſom of the chriſtian church. 
hat this enemy ſhould retain the 


name of chriſtian, and Pr ofeſs ſome- 
| ne 


. 


(%). 


what of the dod@ri ines of chriſtianity; ; 
(though perverted from their na- 
tive purity,) while engaged in this 
violent attack upon it.— That the 
grand ſource of this apoſtacy, lies in 
the inborn principle of ſelflove.— 
That the outward excitation to it 
5 ſhould ariſe from-the proſpect of en- 
: joying the luſts of the fleſh, in con- 


"2 nexion with ſuch a form of religion 


: as ſhould lull the conſciences of 
men into an expectation of impuni-. 
ty, while indulging their favorite 
purſuits.— That this ſpirit. began ſe- 
cretly to work in the apoſtolic age, 
in the pre-eminence ſome were ſeek- 
1 ing above their brethren, in the 
attempts of others to explain the 
goſpel by philoſophy, or recommend 
it merely by human eloquence, or by 
 ſofrening the rigour of its doQrines, 
to render it more W to carnal 
men. 12 c 


- 


1 That 


„ ©, 


That when theſe predictions were: 
uttered, there appeared not the leaſt 
human probability of. their tulfil- 


ment. It is true, the apoſtles ſaw 
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the workings of that worldly ſelfiſn 
ſpirit which. tended - thereto ; but 
the ſituation of the world and the 
church rendered it highly improba- 
ble, that ever the profeſſion of chriſ- 
tianity would become ſufficiently 
general among the nations, (whoſe 
wiſe men and rulers were all engaged 
in the moſt direct and determined 
oppoſition to it) to afford even a 
poſſibility of it's adoption by thoſe 
who were maſters of ſufficient power 
and influence among mankind to 
make uſe of it, as an engine of ſtate, 
and an excuſe for the indulgence of 
thoſe worldly. luſts, to which it was 
ſo diametrically oppoſite; much leſs 
that rhe leaders of this ee 1 
thould be able to impoſe both on 
| - x themſelves. 


U 


— 


Ax» 


themſelves and others, ſo far as to N 
think themſelves, and to be eſteemed | 


by the generality of mankind the moſt 


zealous and eminent of chriſtians, 
while they were undermining every _ 
: principle, and living in oppoſition 
to every precept of the goſpel. How 
juſtly is that deluſion which could ſo 
darken the world, repreſented as a 
ſmoke ariſing from the bottomleſs pit! * * 
During the continuance of the 
Jong and violent perſecu tions which 

vVvere carried on by the Pagan Roman 
Emperors againſt chriſtianity, there 
appeared no encouragement for any 


FS 


one to embrace it, who did not diſcern 


ſomewhat of it's truth and excel 


lence, and feel it's influence: the 
ſchiſms and errors of ſeveral centu- 


_ ries ariſing from ſome of the difci- 


ples of the philoſophers, who though 


Atruck with the evidences. of the 


H 33 N 


. 
wH 
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. chriflian religion, yet were not ts 
veſted of their old philoſophical no- 


tions, and therefore endeavoured, ſo 
to explain the goſpel, as to make ĩt co- 
incide with philoſophy. Theſe men 


were, it is true, paving the way for the 
exaltation of antichriſt; but the real | 
tendency : and act ual BET: of their 
efforts did not appear, till Conſtan- 
tine the Emperor, ſtiled by the > 
clergy the great, profeſſing himſelf 
a chriſtian, and beſotted by the flat 
teries of thoſe churchmen, Who now 
firſt ſaw an opportunity of erecting 
a temporal kingdom to Jeſus Chriſt, 
(and not underſtanding the nature, 


nor rightly eſteeming the rich bleſ- 
ſings of his ſpiritual kingdom ; were 


unwilling to. loſe the favourable 
moment) laboured to exalt the chriſ- 
tian teachers to the ſame height of 
affluence, grandeur, and influence in ö 
the empire, as had been enjoyed by 
„ Es 5 


1 


| . | 
the miniſters -of beatheniſm\This CO 
. eeuent afforded a new field, in Which „ 
=; human nature might ene and 
[ee exerciſe its prevailing propenſities: 
the hope of receiving, even before 
death, from the prevailing: party in 
Power, the ſame honour and reſpe& 
that was paid to the memory of the 
1 martyrs, (and which as the connec- 
1 tion bet wixt the profeſſion of Chriſt's 
1 name and the croſs, was now ſepa- 
| rated, and conſequently martyrdom | = 
was now only known by hiſtoric re- | 
membrance) began to be heightened 
| to a ſuperſtitious extreme, Without | 
that faith, hope, and ſelf-denial ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute a willing and 
patient martyr to the truth. This, 
together. with the practice of the 
moſt plentiful. indulgence of every 
deſire, and the ample gratification of | 
every paſſion incident to human na- 
ture, proved. a new and hitherto un- 
known 
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Known and anthought of Rimotos to 


incite men to deſire the office of a 
biſhop: and in conſequence, men of 
corrupt, worldly, ambitious minds, 
totally deſtitute of the ſpirit of 
chriſtianity, ſtrove by their learn- 
ing, eloquence, and influence, to ob - 
tain the popular ſuffrage, which it 
Was yer inconvenient entirely and 
inſtantaneouſly to aboliſh: and the 
fame modes of corruptioh were made 
uſe of in the elections, as thoſe 


whereby ſenates have ee eee 
times rendered venal inſtruments of 
the holders of a national purſe, or 


the leaders of a ſtanding army. 
3 2 
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In order alſo to ſecure the people, 
care was taken to provide gradually 


an alluring entertainment for their 


ſenſes, by the introduction of a pom- 
pous mode of worſhip; and to give 


Them : more Ucentious freedom. of 
acting 


1 


» - 


Ld 


"Ce 7. 


acting under the „ name; 7 

than the pure precepts and ſtrict dif | 
cipline of the new teſtameat Aamit- 
ted. | 


— — * - 
* 


1 of iniquity among 


the profeſſors of the chriſtian religi- 


on, occaſioned a ceſſation. of that 


brotherly love, which had been ſo 


_ univerſally manifeſted by chriſtians : 


amongſt their many ſectarian diviſi- 


ons, none could diſcern the truth in 


the confeſſion of another, who was 
not — own ſe&;and that laxneſs of 


conduct which began ſo. generally ta 


prevail, prevented the diſcovery of 


holineſs in the life of another, ſo as 
to produce love to him as a brother. 
Thoſe few Who ſtill regarded both 
truth and holineſs, ſeeing ſo little of 


either on the earth, were tempted. 


to withdraw from the. diſguſting . 
| ſcene forced on their view, ang Heart Z 


} 4 


48 


ing the monaſtic order ſo much ex- 
tolled as a means of attaining ſupe - 
rior piety, were ready to join the 
phariſaic teachers of a recluſc life, 
in their vain fancies, 8 | 


"Tenth, experience, and Gandity, | 


being now almoſt baniſhed by the cor- 


ruptions of chriſtianity, it became a 


\ 


piece of neceſſary policy, to preſent 
+ the people with ſome counterfeits 
of each; leſt ere long they ſhould 
diſcover the fraud, and refuſe to be 
led-by thoſe Who had thus cheated 
them. of TORN, 


Truth no wes reigning in the 
hearts of men, it was profeſſed to be 


| preſerved (though in a mutilated 
| Nate) in the creeds and confeſſions 
of the church, which were eſtabliſhed 
as the rules of uniformity, on the 


foundation of human authority, 


| 1 95 ) 


* 


1 the room of genuine. PE vg 


experience, the fancies of viſionary 


enthuſiaſts were publiſhed to excite | 


the aſtoniſhment of the multitude, 


and raiſe the reputation of the Viſee * | 


onarie 8. 


3 TD 


Phe holineſs. of truth wn ex- 


ploded, ſuperſtitious obſervances of 

the commandments of men began to 
be conſidered, not only as ſupplying 
the place of obedience to the com- 


mands of Jeſus Chriſt, but even ſo 


| highly meritorious in the ſight of 


God, as to afford a ſtock of redun - 


dant merit, to be ſold for the benefit 


of the clergy, to thoſe: who were | 


too much enſlaved to their luſts to 


conform to the rules of chriſtian ' 


obedience, and too lazy to be at the 
pains of performing theſe Taper 
ous acts i in gran ee 
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* But as men Jof Imelipones were. 
ſenſible, however corrupt their in- 
| tentions, that the bible afforded no 
encouragement to thoſe deceits, and 
as it would not ſubſerve their de- 
ſigns to deny its authority, the 5 
ſcriptures were removed, as much as 
poſſible, from the ſight of the people; 
| and they were perſuaded that the 8 
word of God wWas ſo obſcurely writ- 
ten, that it was impoſſible for any 
man to underſtand it, without the 
comments and interpretations of the 
clergy, and that in ſome of the moſt 
important inſtances, thoſe interpre- 
tations muſt be expreſſed i in a general 
council of the gr... and ratified 
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Power, ran and affluence, 
being now within the reach of ec- 

cleſiaſtics, we find them conſtantly 
7] engaged in conteſts for pre-eminence - 0 
PB 4 . over 


* 


9) 


over each . and Ie the utter 
extirpation of all the rights.of W 
people; and we alfo find, after a Sans 23-30 
ſtruggle, the biſhop of Rome, exalt- | 
ed to more than regal authority, 8 
' treading- alike on princes and people, 9 
acting with all the - uncontrouled, 
prerogatives of his maſter, the. God 
of this world, and all the wondering 


nations ASE the en ens. : 


The 3 and rulers of the earth, 
finding the advantages of ee 5 3 

from the clergy in whatever inno- A 
_ vations they might chuſe to make 9 3 a: 6 
the civil rights of the people, were 5 — 
willing in return to ſupport them f 
in their aſſumed rule over the con- , : = 
ſciences of mankind.z and thus the 5 
Pope and his clergy became mighty, 
but, agreeably to the prophecy of * 

Daniel, not by their own e | 
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tholic church of e Chriſt, 


The meets of the Me who 
now aſſumed the name of prieſts, in 
diſtinction fr om the people, and un- 
der a kind of baſtard imitation of 
the Jewiſh prieſts, (thus incroach- 


ing on the office of Jeſus Chriſt the 


alone high prieſt of his church) were 
univerſally confidered as the intereſts 
of religion, and men began to be more 
fearful of offending a prieſt than of 
| offending their God; for as they re- 
| preſented W and the people 
conceived of them as mediators be- 


tween God and man, if a perſon af- 
5 „„ Md Og fronted 


And now FR church Fo pats bes 
ing cloſely united, laboured with 
redoubled force to ſupport what they 
conſidered as the common intereſt, : 
and by means ſuited to the nature 
of that erroneous and unholy thing, 
which was now called the holy ca- 


(opp one 
fronted his prieſt, who ſhould en - | 
treat for him! ö 


F But the Pao of this new em- _ 

4 : pire could not be inſenſible, that-- 
* while the bible remained in the hands 
3 of the common people, their vile ls . 
111 was in perpetual danger of being 
3 diſcovered a. forgery: it was there- 
fore determined to deprive them of 
that ſacred book, unleſsina language 
that few underſtood, ſave the clergy, 


A 0 a Ca: 22 8 : N * 
Ces He 2 %% 
8 Derr W e 3 oY „ Kr N . 
I” at {the 


and even in that language the trans- "To 
lation uſed in their churches Was 
= defective and e e 
: The bible 8 prohibited in 


the vulgar tongue, the corruption 
of doctrine and manners continually 
increaſed. . Idolatry was eſtabliſhed 8 
by ſanguinary laws :—inthe room of | 
the dethroned Jupiter and his gang 
of denten ſtatues, and pictures of 

| 1 „ Jews - 


{ 100 i 
8 Jeſus Chriſt EY his 3 were 


ſet up adorned, adored, miracles aſ- 


3 L 2 % * } . : 
« . p : ; * PF 
+ r * VV r 2 = 
foo « Gy PL I. - 1 * 2 a of, Det wy . * p 
” 1 5 A 5 * : "” - — 4 2 . . 2 
N bs. n HEN „„ EE es des AC Ed 
Las I n — 1 Id Los ne te a ; : 


cribed to them (though always of the 

' Inviſible kind, and- never wrought | 

before thoſe who could or would 

have detected the impoſt ure) and 

rheſe lying wonders falſely pretended 

to be of the ſame kind with the mi- 
raculous works of Jeſus Chriſt 22222 
the N | 


— 


| Antichriſt lavies thus 4 his 
throne of ſtate, not only ſent out his 
anathemas and denunclations of the 
wrath of God, againſt thoſe who de- 

rived their religion from the bible 
4 only, but acted himſelf © as almighty 


„God; who declares 6 vengeance 


eis mine, I will repay ;” and aſſum- 
ed the exerciſe of vengeance himſelf. 
by flaying the faithful witneſſes of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and ever after, through 


the long 8 of his reign, his foot- 
eps 


en -); 
7 ſteps have bee marked with te ; 
„ blood of faints. i 


"Ar adds to the clearneſs of 
the evidence ariſing from thoſe per- 
ſecutions carried on by men bearing . 
the name of chriſtians, and which were 

predicted by the apoſtles, that they. | 
| followed the introduction of Idolatry | 
in the church, and the ſhutting up 
| . the ſcriptures from the people; and 
b we find this principle of perſecution - 
- for conſcience. fake, which is ſo 

3 plain a mark of a falſe church, not 

only reigning at its height in that of 

Rome, but as in meaſure adopted by _ 
every national eſtabliſhment of reli- 5 
gion, a ſtrong proof how far ſuch 
1 5 conſtitutions differ from pure uncor- 
= - rupted ee 
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The temper. of Jad! Chriſt to- 
W | wards thoſe who rejected his perſon 
1 and oppoſed his doctrine, was. {tri- 
: „ TD . N 
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. kingly ſhewn when the e miſouided 4 
=. of his diſciples led them to exclaim, 


ö „ maſter wilt thou that we command 
e fire to come down from heaven and 

q * conſume them Ve know not 

| | what manner of - ſpirit ye are of,” 

. was the reply of the meek and beneyo- 

| rat friend of man, ; : 
# r Ihe my. next I ſhall proceed to con- 

} ſider the events and inſtruments by 


which providence has begun to con- 
ſume and deſtroy the antichriſtian 


power, and their relation to our 
ſubject; In the meantime, 
I am, g Fe : | 
Rep 4 Yours, &Cc, | | | | 4 
- LETTER 
\ . 
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LETTER v. 


Sin, 


Pur biſtory of Europe for many 

centuries exhibited a melancholy 
/ uniformity; i ignorance and barbarity 
were the characteriſtics of the peo 


8 while prieſtcraft. and ſuperſti- 
tion reigned triumphant: to dare to 


think freely on either the ſubjects 
of religion or government, was ac. 
"counted the worſt of crimes: yet 


amidſt the univerſal depravity of 


ſentiment and manners, the moſt. 
gloomy ages of this dreadful period. 


afforded ſome illuſtrious characters, 
whole ſouls diſdained the ſhackles 
of religious tyranny, who diſcerned 


the nature of real chriſtianity, and 
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= 5 who patiently ſuffered arid joyfully 
| died for their teſtimony againſt the F 
corruptions of the times: but till 
there exiſted no proſpe&@, except in 
* predictions of the bible, of the 
throne of the beaſt ever 1 , | 
Z n leſs overturned. 
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"If then chi provdiiectes which ſpeak - 
with fo much confidence of this 
event, are againſt all human proba- 
bility fulfilled, and by the very 
means predicted, means of all others 
the moſt unlikely, ſurely it isa proof ; 
of total blindneſs, not to diſcern the 
ſame hand engaged in writing the 
Prediction, as in 1 avout dy 1 
event. 85 
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7 The firſt blow given to ſuperſti- 
tion, though incomplete, was glori- 
ous; and from whence did it origi- 
nate ?—from the; diſappointment 8 
1 | 
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poor mak, in his hopes of ſharing 
the wages of iniquity! MarTriyN 
LUTHER acted, when he firſt began 
to think and write, from the mean 
principle of revenge; but his whole 
conduct afterwards, proves him in- 
fluenced by nobler and more exalted 
motives. Let V OLNEY be appealed 


"a Who appears conſtrained by the 


force of truth, to endanger his whole 
ſyſtem, by what he admits of both 
LVTRER and CALVIN. 


Theſe men, with their colleagues, 
began afreſh to recur to the bible, 
to diſcover the nature of religion; 
and though they as might be rea- 
ſonably expected from their ſituation, 
and the influence of remaining pre- 


judices, differed in many points, 
yet they all agreed in maintaining 
the grand peculiarity of the bible, 
| the acCOPERNG: of _ ſinful creatures. 


before 


* 
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before God, in ard through Jeſus 
Chriſt the ſon of God, as an atoning 
ſacrifice, and in aſſerting with their 
lips, (as well as evidencing by their 


lives) the influence of the belief of 


this truth, in ſubduing every vice, 
and producing every virtue. But 
though this was the caſe, they do 


not appear in general to have had ; 


clear ideas of Chriſt's ſpiritual king- _ 


dom ; on the contrary, though there 
were different degrees of light 


among them concerning the mode of : 
church government, they all conſi- 
dered the temporal governors of the 

nations called chriſtian, as having 
ſomething to do with the church. 


"TR conſequence of this error, the 
alliance between church and ſtate, 


notwithſtanding the ſeparation of 
the church of England from that of 
Rome, continued unbroken. The 
•;„n;; 35 churches 
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tw). 


Churches eſtabliſhed i in the proteſtans 
nations, although they had more of 
the light of the goſpel, and many of 
their members appeared evidently _ 
to. be walking in the holineſs of 
truth, yet as communities could not 
be properly churches of Jeſus Chriſt, - 
whoſe kingdom is not of this world, 
After the reformation, the protei- 
tant national churches grew more 
like that church from which they 
had ſeparated; in conſequence of 
which, many pious and enlightened 
individuals ſeparated again from 
them, and began to form congrega- 
tional ſocieties, more like the pri- 
mitive churches; yet the generality 
of them appear, while they ſa v the 
cor ruptions of the eſtabliſhments, 
to have wiſhed to have aſſumed their 
5 power, and to have endeavoured i in 


turn to render their own party tri- 
umphant, 


*% 


ww 4 * 2 — 2 A 4.4404 i * 
0 
a e 
e r * e 
* 1 * 


1 
* A 4 
E * 

4 7 — - 
1 , 

* . Nu br . J * 8 . N 2 RISES ro Ur 

— . ³ *. Er 
e — ———ů — = . 
— 


* » 


{ 108) 35 | 
e 4 they were but too 
much diſpoſed, whenever tney pol 
ſeſſed any degree of power, to employ 
the ſword of perſecution againſt 


others, although they had ſuffered 


by it themſelyes. 


It is 1 to produce inſtances 
of this well known fact. They muſt 
recur, at once, to every one ac-. 
quainted with the hiſtory of Europe, 
for the three laſt centuries - but the 
very idea of religious toleration, 
under an eſtabliſhment, is proof 
enough, as our opponent Paine, in 


the firſt part of his „Rights of Man,” 
has juſtly ſtated „ 55 


The rent golpel uniformity holes, 
amid the raging bigotry of differing. 
ſects almoſt loſt, and the mild bene- 
| ficent ſpirit of the chriſtian religion, 
by the paſſions and prejudices of per- 
_ outing. Pe ſo much obſcured, 

| the 
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the 1 of profeſſing . 5 > 
continuing as buſily employed in 
purſuing the preſent world, as at - 


they had no hope. of another; it is 


not to be wondered at, that men off 


ſenſe and reflection, who were not 
acquainted | with the real nature of 


_ chriſtianity, and who ſaw the evils i 


produced by (or at leaſt accompany- 
ing) what was called by that name, 


rejected it as a baneful ſyſtem, and - 


_ embraced infidelity. I do not al- 
ledge this as an excuſe for infidelity ; 1 


the bible has been, ſince the reforma- 
tion, in the hands of ever ry. one, and 
the . of its truth are ſo 355 
and convincing, as to deprive any. 
man of the power of faying with 2 


jaſtice— 1 have examined them 


* fairly, and yet reject it as an im- 
Las poſture.” '—Nv—let "dignified. bi- 


hops thus compliment unbelievers 


| . chriſtian knows that the True, 7 
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Na IR for the rejection of the bible, 


is the depravity of the heart of man: : 
but this will be more particularly 
; contidered hereafter. 5 


5 
The tne century ſtands diſtin. 


: gniſhed for freedom of e exiquiry. The 
corruption and profligacy of moſt of 


the old governments, had increaſed 


= the burthens of the people to ſuch a 
degree, as to compel them to think 


for themſelves on the ſubject of po- 


litics; and the tyranny of the clergy - 
5 compelled them to inquire for them 


ſelves i in the concerns of religion. 5 


The „eren degrees 1 informa- 


tion, the diverſity of mens ſituations 
and avocations, the variety of pre- 


judices. and opinions the minds of 
inquirers had to combat, and the 


"7 different degrees of mental power. 


among mankind; led as mi ight reaſon- 
x by RY. 
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ably be ſuppoſed, toa variety of e con- 95 
cluſions, and produced ſo many opi- 


nions, (as well as changes of ſenti- - | 


ment in the ſame perſon,) that the 
| ſpinit of intolerance began to decline, 
- and men felt. ſome. reluctance at mur-, 
dering their brethren, merely be- 
cauſe they dared to think differently 


an themſclves. BT ors CC 


The molars en of 2 5 
| Kavpded on experiment, tended much 
to weaken the doctrine of implicit 
faith; and to prevent men from {wal- 
8 ſo eaſily as their anceſtors ; 
Hag done, the 5 x79 abſuxgitics, of Ho 
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proſtrate. at the feet of dogmatizing 
prieſts, began to ariſe and reſume an 
erect poſture; but though the pre- 
ent age . ſo far be juſtly allowed 
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bVoorid have, in every age, either 
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cept thoſe irrational creatures called 
atheiſts, if any ſuch exiſt ) yetwhen 


blinded by the fudden influx of 


light into her dungeon, reaſon began 
to aſſume a power of judging,” not 


only from the evidence prefented to 
| her, whether revelation came from 


'God, but likewiſe what it beeame 
the mosT Hie to ſay to his crea- 


tures, the preſent age deferves the 


title rather of—T. he 8 of e 
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openly denied or ſecretly perverted 
. but this too it predicts, and thus 


proves its author acquainted with ; 


the moſt ſecret Shin of awd human 


* 
*. 
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"Ole of his molt extraordinary. 
events of the preſent day, is the 
American revolution, which appears 
the firſt link i in that chain of unpre- 
cedented occurrences, by which di- 
vine providence is fulfilling the laſt 
claſs of the ſeripture prophecies. 
Britain, at the cloſe of the war f 
1757, had riſen to an height of nati- 
onal proſperity before unknown: 
- —ſhe enjoyed, in conſequence of the 
"glorious revolution of 1 a greater | 
degree of liberty than any other nati- 
on: her conſtitution of government <= 
was the wonder and envy of her 
neighbours, as poſſeſſing the promp- 
titude of monarchy, the riches and 
ſplendor of ariſtocracy, and yet the | 
wiſdom, energy, and freedom af de- 
mocracy :—her young king was be- 
loved by the people; her arms had 
laid her enemies at her feet; her 
ee commerce, and arts, had 
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riſen in an unexampled "FEED Wulle 
religious perſecution was expelled 
from her ſhores, & and to her mild 
and lenient government, n 

= Exacks ,andſcourges, were unknown,” 


＋ 


The American . who par- 
took of her proſperity were united 
to her in the warmeſt affection; ; they 
had fought and conquered by hor ſide; 
while they were enriching her by 

their produce, they were rapidly en- 
_ creaſing themſelves in population and 
property: ſimilarity of language, 
cuſtoms, religious and political ſen- 
timents contributed to endear the 

parent country; when the attempts 
of the Britiſh miniſtry to introduce 
a 1 of taxation by a vote of * 


8 donet 17 3 from by Fo FEE . ; 
5 but the ſanguinary eccleſiaſtical _ laws, which 
| Aon, were not. then enforced, 85 


„ . parliament. 
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parliament of Britain, in Wien the 
Americans were not repreſented, 


awakened their reſentment, and gave 
birth to that bloody conteſt which 
iſſued in their final ſeparation, and 


the eſtabliſhment of an independent 


republic on the e of n 


ee 


x N * 


7” America ins the war having © 


been neceſſitated to ſeek aſſiſtance 
from the French monarchy, that 


power, ever the rival of Britain, 
gladly embraced the opportunity of 


revenge, not conſidering that it was 


ſowing the ſeeds of its own deſtruc- 
tion, and | 
the American ſchool .ths principles : 


d ſending an army to learn i in 


of n 2 
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Pines had already began to weaken | 
the reverenee of the people for their 


; old 


( m6 } 

old deſpotic government, and to un- 
dermine the influence of the clergy; 

and their connexion with America 

| joined to the poverty of the govern- 
ment, in conſequence of its extrava- 
gance, ripened the ſeeds of revolt, 
_ though the approaching criſis was 
„ expected by ſurrounding na- 
tions. L well remember a converſa- 
tion I had with Captain Recarte;(the 
fame perſon I believe who conducted 
Dr. Franklin to Paris) about the year 
1781, in the room where I now 
write; though I gave no credit — | 

org genie ns: „„ 


We on the 8 a 
ow of the French nation, he remark-' 
ed, — that the minds of the people 
were in general prepared jo 3. 
change, “% FexELON” faid he, con- 
_* vinced ns we were blind as to the 
« nature and ee government: 
355 ; „ Vol 


- 


„ 117 „ 
4 VoLTARE tore open our eyelics, 
© RAYNAL couched - our eyes, and 


4 FRANKLIN | with his American 
„ ſpunge wi iped away the corroding 
humour, ſo that we now ſee as 


clearly as you, and ſhould you ten 
« years hence come over to Calais, 


6 you would be ſaluted with Con- 
25 OJ * gratulate | us brother . ; 


We: are as free as you! Py 


At nid the a 3 the 
Butte fell! and France Was no lon- 5 


> 


merely iN at events ts which tend e 


to prove my point, I ſhall forbear 
 Intering into the merits or demerits 
of the firſt conſtitution, whereby 


France was for a ſhort period again 


e from the declara- 
- tion of the richts of man was pro- 
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felled. to be deduced the diſtinct 
rights of the nation, tlie law, and 
the king :—ſuffice it to fay, that the 
| bulk of the French. nation approved 
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and ſanctioned th at conſtitution, and 


the ſovereignty of the people Was 
thereby declared and eſtabliſhed, 
While the influence of the Romiſh 
clergy Was annihilated, and them- 


ER, driven. into abſeurity. 1 


2] FS 182885 2his an exat fulfilment 


of the ern goo oF of the new teſta- 
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A from _ 


dur view the nee viſions of 
5 Daniel, whoſe prophecy apprehend 


is the little book which the angel 


gave to John: one paſſage in parti- 
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that this event will take place among = 

the dub peers of civil and 3 3 
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This wukiobe of the earth in ern 

have never been ſeen enthioned; ; 

 BYerbhaney' Has 1 wor been eee, N 


„ 


Wn and ketletdkies Red a 5 | 
deriving their power from the nati- Eb 
ons, nor accountable to them for it's 5 
exerciſe or abuſe. It is true the | 
Jewiſh theocracy, the Grecian „„ 
Roman republics, and the Britin 
conſtitution in it's pureſt times, 4. 
ford cohſiderable exception to this 
poſition, but theſe do not affect the 
Nate of the nations 1 in general, It 25 if 

one period of time. bag . . 
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5 The thrones of ai da power ot 1 
tue feet r Which b the "nations Hal 1 
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bivew: ſeen. erouching, Daniel beheld 
as caſt down; and John ſaw the na- 


and judgment ( given unto. 
them; retributive juſtice avenging 


mankind by thoſe arbitrary rulers, 


8 brought about by the binding of that 
grand deceiver, who had deluded the 
nations with. a e form of 

n F 


ers of Jeſus Chriſt; they were for- 
bidden by him to uſe the ſword in 
the defence or propagation of his 
| religion, much more by ſuch means 5 
to bring about a revolution in the 
. Nates, where they - ſojourned as 
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tions themſelves ſitting on thrones, 


the inſults offered to the rights of 


who had enſlaved them, and this 


Cr 


The . 18 of theſe throne 
could not be effected by the follow- 


ſtrangers and pilgrims.— The ſuper- 
ſtitious votaries of religious worldly 


eſtabliſhments, were all engaged in 


' e 
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achting for the fupparE of any go-- 
vernment, which in return would 
afford it's ſupport to thoſe eſtabliſh- | 
ments; by what ſword then but that 
of infidelity could this change be in- 
troduced? It was neceſſary there- 


fore, that the rights of man ſhould 


be enforced by infidels, and that ec- 
_ cleſiaſtical deſpotiſm ſhould be over- 


thrown, by the means of thoſe who 
conceived they had hereby deſtroyed 
the religion of Jeſus, and vainly 


thought themſelves invalidating the . 
bible, while employed in fulfilling Ln 
it's prophecies, and thus demonſtra- 1 


0 Og. it's s truth. 


a 


the nations in this way no longer; 
he cannot perſuade them to relin- 
quiſh their rights, at the foot of an 
a bearing: the name of Jeſus. 
oe N Chriſt, 


| Satan "being bound, can deceive 


\ 
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8 God to Noah 
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Chriſt, gd in reality devoted t to 


8 himſelf. . 


It is no contradickien to this 1 re- 


and eccleſiaſtical tyranny, a new ſpe- 


dies of democratic uſurpation, like 
that of the monſter Robeſpierre, 
: ſhould ariſe ; nor that after he had 
met his fate, this ſhould for a time 
be ſucceeded by another like that of | 
the directory of France; nay, it ra- 
"oC ſtrengthens the repreſentation; 
for unleſs this had taken place, the 


ſevere vengeance of God againſt thoſe 


| who. had given their power and 


riches to the beaſt, and thus « Je- 


„ that after the emanci- 
pation of a great nation from civil 


885 ſtroyed the earth,” would not have 


been executed by man; which was 


neceſſary to fulfil the prophecy of 
* Whoſo ſheddeth 


os man' 8 blood, 15 man : ſhall his blood 
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0 be med. 75 And that of Jeſus Chriſt. 
to Peter, — All they that take the 
« ſword ſhall periſh by the ſword.” 
As well as that in the Revelations, 
— Thou haſt given them blood to 
oy « drink, for op are worthy.” : 
wa dncerely "tcl to the 
pure principles of rational liberty, 


are too humane either to take an 


active part themſelves, or encourage 
others in ſuch horrid ſcenes of blood _ 
and carnage, as thoſe whereby a juſt _ 
God has awfully avenged the wrongs 
of injured humanity; and it is ſome 
conſolation to conſider, that ſuch 
convulſions, like earthquakes and. 
hurricanes, though tremendous in 
their progreſs, and deſolating in their 
effects, are (compared to the regular. 
L of tyranny) ſhort in their 
duration, and preparatory to more 
| e calms,” FT 


3 


* 


i 

% 
% 

— * 

* 

* 
me 
% 
Ll 

=] 


* 
e 


a 


8 8 ; 4 r 9 84 Ky | . 
: { > 2 55 \ 0 AY Ihe 8 
1 1 8 1 . * - 2 od * 8 PE * hs 1 1 * * wi <P 
war ark N * PE oe ee Arg oo n - „ "bs 
FORAY ©. we : : y a Ea 8 F n N * een 


* 


1. 5 


Had thoſe ſtates which have 8 
re volu tionized by the arms of France 
been diſpoſed to have made a change 


In their forms of government, it ap- 


pears highly probable, from the ex- 
perience of paſt revolutions, and the 
ſtate of religious prejudices at pre- 


ſent, that their church eſtabliſh- 
ments had remained untouched; but 


now we ſee them demoliſhed, and the 


temporal power. of the Pope annihi- 


lated. Little are infidels aware of 
the ſervice they are Going to real. 
chriſtianity by. deſtroying it's coun- 


_ terfeits, and thus ſeparating the 
precious from the vile; nor that 
they by taking occaſion to ſpeak evil 


of the way of truth itſelf, by reaſon 


of falſe teachers perverting it and 


drawing a multitude to follow their 
pernicious ways, are but fulflling 
the words. of the e of Jeſus 


Chriſt. | SS 


1 cannot 


Y 
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31 ann t bat eie SORE; in . 
darkneſs the mind of an unbeliever 
muſt be envelloped, if he is a friend 


to the real liberties off mankind, 
when he contemplates the ſtate of 


— 


France in particular, and ee, | 


the repeated diſappointments of that 


expected ſtate of happineſs and free- ; 


dom, which her firſt wonderful revo- 
lution appeared to augur, and how 
ebe and changeable his conjectures 


but the believer in Revelation, 


ture prophecy, andviewing i it gradu- _ 
ally unfolded” by events ſo ns... 
has no need to change his ground - 
with ſteady eye he marks the dark 
eclipſe, not fearing the extinction of 
the obſcured luminary, but calmly 
and confidently waits the paffing of- 
. ws ms oo dy body, and the 
8 L 5 ds "certain. 


muſt be, as to the end of theſe things; 


| landing: on the eminence of ſcrip-. 
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ſeeing the ory & Rs the energy 
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ens appearance of t the ſucceeding 
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The ene which 3 in . a 


ing times fills the breaſts of mere 


worldy profeſſors of religion, and 
cauſes their hearts to fail them for 


fear, and for looking after thoſe 
; things that are coming on the earth; 


tends only to animate the ſoul of the 


the words of Jeſus Chriſt, * when 


e you ſee theſe things begin to come 


< to paſs, then look up, and lift up 
40 your heads, for the day of your re- 


8 demptiqn draweth nigh.” The 
more he ſees infidelity prevail am6ng 


thoſe, who while they had a form 
of godlineſs practically denied its 


Power, the more is he confirmed i in 
the truth of the words of the apoſtles 


of Jeſus, and glories inthe proſpect of 


of 


_ of it' 's power, on the betty of NY ; 
_ neſs ſhine in the churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when againdiſtinguiſhed from 


* 


the world, and exhibiting chriſtian 
* in its true character. e 
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be mutt No ee to ems r 
who duly conſiders the manner in 
which divine providence is now or- 
dering the ſeries of events in the 
world, that no experience of the re- 


volutions of paſt ages, will material- 
ly aſſiſt us in tracing the ſcenes we 


have to expect ; if therefore the pro- 185 
phecies of the bible be rejected, mans 
kind in this boaſted zra of light, and _ 


refinement, are more at a loſs reſpect- 
ing futurity than in paſt __ of men- 
tal rene 


ſalts theſe prophecies have been 


and are ſtill fulfilling by the hands of 


hs who een their divine authen- 
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city; they 3 us a light inte the 
tendency of all the tremendons con- 
vulſions of the times, as leading by 


tue deſtruction of ſuperſtition, to 


the victory of truth over all its ene- 
mies, and the ee and glory or 
© © Chriſt, 1 5 


. "as. is: am f td worat 
8 of infidelity, I feel a bene- 
volent pleaſure in the thought, that 


as many of the Jews WhO crucified 


| Jeſus: as an impoſtor, became after- 2 
wards by the power of his reſurrec- 


tion, believers in his name, and mar- 


tyrs for his truth; ſo I truſt many 


who are now inſtruments in his hand 


to pull down Antichriſt, while they | 


1 think they are deſtroying chriſtian- : 


ity, will be led to ſee that they have 


8 4 been only fulfilling the word of Chriſt _ 
and his apoſtles, and joyfully receive 


"Gans 9 5 which r now deſpiſe, 
With 
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oppoſition to the goſpel aroſe trom 


ginated in the ee! * their 
hearts. 5 3 WEL 
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dern deiſts themſelves. 
© | 


world? or how. could deſpotic go· 
vernments have ever exiſted, had not 
mankind been previouſly corru pt? 2 


a 3 . the only kind 


men in a ſtate of nature, is founded 


"s With the utmoſt . vin 
5 ſuch acknowledge, that their former 


un juſt prejudices, many of which ori- 


That the heart of man is depra- Wh 
ved, or that the human mind has by 
Gas means or other received a 
Wrong bias, may be ſtrikingly mani- 
feſted from the principles of the: mo- 


_ By what means could tyragnie 
| ſway have firſt eſtabliſhed itſelf in the 


of dominion that exiſted among 
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on principles obvious to 18 . 
and impreſſed on the heart of every 
man; and the natural affections (more 
eſpecially if it were eſtabliſhed that 
the human heart had not been ren- 
dered callous by internal corruption) 
muſt have rendered it's yoke mild and 
indulgent previous to the intro- . 
duction of the horrid innovation, ar- 
bitrary power, into civil ſocieties, 
we cannot admit any principles ac- 
quired or prejudices contracted by 
education, that could contribute 
to its invention, or render the 
way eaſy for its reception. The ty- 
rants ofearly antiquity had therefore 
no advantages like thoſe of later ages, 
to facilitate their deſign of enſlaving 
their equals. Men in a ſtate of na- 
ture are tenacious of the liberty of 
acting without conſtraint ; how then 
Was it poſſible that a few 50040 have 
e graſped, and thouſands 
97 Fug | | tamely. 
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al reſigned ſuch an F 

= . poſſeſſion as their native freedom, \ 

: unleſs the minds of both the tyrannic ED | 
uſurpers, and the ſubmiſſi ve people 

had received ſome corrupt direction bY. 
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Bat does not this ſentiment a- 
_ pear to be ſtrongly confirmed in al- „ 
moſt every period of ancient or mo- . 2 
dern hiſtory, by the viſibly rapid 
_ tendency of popular governments to 
corruption? and the abſolute neceſ 
fity of their often reverting to 
"firſt principles, to prevent the total _ | 
: loſs, of that liberty they were form - { 


ed to ſecure! Had mankind been naa | 
turally wiſe and virtuous, is it a poſ- | 
8 ſible ſuppoſition that after they had | 


ſeen and experienced, that the ble 
ſings of independence might be pre- | 
ſerved, and thoſe of ſociety enjoyed; 
B they: would have ſurrendered the Ze 
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one, as a a ſecurity for the enjoyment 
of the othes ? 


ks Ik the great patriots of 


_ antiquity, as well as thoſe among 
our contemporaries, had been poſ- 


ſeſſed of native rectitude of mind, 


would the poſſeſſion of power have 


fo generally, and ſo ſuddenly. render- 
ed them apoſtates from thoſe prin- 


Ciples, for which many of them had 
before their advancement, 8 


Witten ſuffered and bled 2 


— F 


-/ 


PR 


When 8 Som the iron 


yoke of deſpotiſm, would men whoſe . 
hearts were not habitually corrupt, 


have ſo frequently diſcovered a diſpo- 
fition for anarchy, and have erected 


one tyranny on the ruins of another? 


was 


What 3 can our oder, philo- 


Gphers an why. the republics of 
Rome | 


* 


W 


(9). 


"Wins: and Carthage, the e . 
of which were ſo tenacious of their 


perſonal and political rights, labour- 
ed ſo furiouſly for the deſtruction of _ 
each other: or that thoſe 'zealous 


ſupporters of the rights of citizens 
ſhould have ſo long forgotten, that 
their domeſtic ſlaves were men en- 


titled to the ſame natural rights with 5 
themſelves, but the depravity of 


of the heart of man, and the inſuf- 
fciency even of governments formed  - 


on the principles of political equality 


: | to eradicate the poiſonous weed? 


Or whence could it be poſlible that 
man, a reaſoning creature, ſhould | 


haze ever conceived ſuch abſurdities 
as the n e — 


* 


4 That che bulk of his ſpecies were 


- born ſaddled and bridled, and a few 
only, and thoſe not ſtronger, wiſer 


or better than the reſt, came into 


% . 


© 340 


| the world booted and ſpured £0 ride 
them, . 


I 5 9 5 * 


That the man deſerved the higheſt 
acmiration and applauſe from his fel- 
low men, who had approved himſelf 
moſt eee in murdering the 
; greateſt number of them. 


- / 
* 


That man was ally ſo much 
more ferocious than all other wild 
beaſts, that his own ſpecies was his 
er prey. 
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That in 1 to makes nations 
| happy it Was neceſſary to hood-wink 
and enſlave them. 5 


* 


That the end of man's enjoying the 
privileges of a ſocial ſtate, was that 
he might be able to do all the miſ- 

chief poſſible to bociety, 


or 
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TER the ere of al crimes is | 
1 | ring to be free. | 
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| That it is more 6 Qloribiadt to RO fear- 1 95 1 
ed than t to > be loved by Sinking. „ 


1 : _ 


| That an oEaniled; Deity might . 
placated by the commiſſion of 7 2 ON: 
: TITS | | 


. | That a 1 to a | grit. 80815 fe 
q wa the fayour of God for me 
5 finger. #16 AT 2 
g | That God had ie . 
; k gated. his power in the government ; 
of the world, to thoſe men whoſe 

: conduct was the moſt Gy opp = 
4 ſite to his own. | 
1 Tus religion was de ee 

| pally to aggrandize and enrich 1 it hl „ 
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That an exalted lation, inflea Gs? * Mm 


aggravating, leſſens, yea, annihilates 
the malignity of the moſt aboming- 
ble enormitics, | 


And yet ow many millions of 
mankind in every age, and in every 
quarter of the Wor d, have evidently 
acted under the influence of warn : 
maxims as theſe? | „„ 

oo {ts the ill thoſe who deny: 
the depravity of human nature, ac- 


count for the univerfal nels 
with which men follow bad exam- 


_ ples, in preference to good ones, 


when both are before their NY 
and when they know the tendeney 


and conſequences of both If the 
fact of man's de pravity be denied how 


can we account for ſuch conduct? 


1 Fappole no deiſt, who acknowledges _ 


LY 


that infinite wiſdom, power, and 


waeren, form the proper character 


. 


hs to "aſſert that this. corruption aroſe 


his moſt noble and HE. work „„ 
this world — Max. e i oo 


* 6 


5 . 137 TI 


be 


ol the Great Supreme, 8 venture 


from HIM, or was an original quality | Lo 4 
impreſſed by his forming hand, on | 2 


It 88800 not iii ca S . 
the prevalence of example, for till 5 - 
| depravity exiſted and appeared in . . 
* effects, there could be no * ex- 
. to follow. TED „ 
What deifts fy of ths wants of b 
virtue, and the fitneſs of things, en- 1 
| tirely-precludes them from the right Þ 
of aſſerting, that this corruption 4 ; 4 
ariſes in minds originally good, from FRY. E 
the power of merely external temp- 1 
- tations, as the ballance, on their owa 1 
principles, muſt have invariably pre-: 
: cee on the ee ſide. 55 I 
15 it then to be rationally W - N 
N e counted 1 


e Be Your's, &C, 


( 138 5 „ 
counted for on any ptinciples, that 
can poſſibly be imagined, without 
admitting the truth of the revela - 
tion, that the bible gives us of the 
fall of man? Indeed the ancient 
queſtion, % Deus eſt, unde malum 2” © 


is unanſwerable by any man, who 


denire the ſcripture: account. 


— 
: * 


But if the fall or eee 15 


ledged, the bible which gives the 


only rational account of it, muſt be 
a divine revelation, as it was impoſ- 
. ble for man thus to have traced the 
origin of evil, unleſs God had re- 
corded it. I now appeal to your 
.own conſcience, and to that of every 
deiſt, who dare be honeſt to himſelf, - 


© whether you have never found thoſe | 


diſpoſitions in your own heart, 
which the bible alerts. to exiſt in 
the ſoul of fallen man. I leave you, 
for the preſent, to your own reflec - 
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Sin, 


5 1 enforce the 1 in the cloſe 
of my laſt, I would now addreſs you 
on a ſubject, the importance of which 
vou yourſelves acknowledge: The 
8 HA and r PRINCIPLES of MORALITY» 
T he principles of morality in 1 
bible, are extremely ſimple, yet ex- 
ceedingly full, reſulting immediately 

from the relation of creatures to 
| their creator, and their fellow crea- 
tures, connected with the happineſs 
= of the ada +. * bY 


At; is ; Commed up in one word 


* LOVE,” = 
Pong „ „Thou 


1 140 } - 


* Thou malt love. the l thy | 
« God with all thy heart, and with 
«al thy mind, and with all thy 
8 ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, and 
thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as th y-. 

« ſelf,” Will infidels (eſpecially thoſe 
modern. ones who call themſelves 
Theophilanthropiſts ) deny this to be 
the ſum of true morality? or will. 
they aſſert that theſe principles are 
ſo conciſely and yet o comprehen- 
fively expreſſed in any other code n 
in the bible? os 


The ten . given to Iſrael 
1 Exodus 20th.) Which are a ſhort 
comment on theſe two fundamental 
axioms appear calculated to promote, 
in every point of view, the welfare 
and happineſs of man; and the be- 
liever in Revelation 1 challenge 8 
a world of infidels to produce any 
| N elſe i in hn wank a ſyſtem -- 

„ Which 


\ , 


ſociety, and inconſiſtent. with cou- 
rage and nobleneſs of - mind, are 


1 


which on this ſubject, 4 not evi 4 
ens appear n 


e * 3 of 1 brit, 


| od the letters of his apoſtles to the 
© chriſtian ſocieties, every precept and 
_exhortation is fairly deducible from 


theſe excellent firſt prineiples; and 


the objections of Paine and others, 


againſt the peculiar precepts of Jeſus 


Chriſt, (reſpecting ſelf-denial, taking 1 


up the croſs, not laying up trea- 
ſures on earth, nor ſceking thoſe 
things that the nations of the world 
ſeek, patient ſuffering for conſeience 
ſake, not reſiſting evil, loving ouf 


enemies and the like) which they 
"repreſent as too refined for practice, 


too rigid for the good of worldly. 


eaſily refuted by every man, who is 


himſelf a bible theophilanthropiſt, 
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He argues 1 the nature of theſe | 


._ precepts, from the conſideration > 


that the difficulty of their practice 5 
ariſes from the pride and corruption 


of the human heart, from the Wrong | 2 


maxims which gayern the conduct 
of worldly ſociety, from the ſitua- 
tion of Chriſt's people i in this world, 


- as ſtrangers and pilgrims, and the 


objects of their expectat ion in that 
future world to which they are tra- 


velling—as well as from the lives 


of the martyrs and primitive chriſ- 


tians, who evidently TIONS theſe | 
PECEERSS- EL RTE 9 5 


The motives which the 8 | 
. preſent to the love and practice of 


virtue, are excellent and powerful be- 
vond all that philoſophers have ever 
propoſed, and are calculated to ope- 


rate with ſuperior energy on the 
minds of belieyers of every difcrent. 
55 degree 


FE md 


| denne of mental capaci ty. The 3 


and glory of the divine character, 


the goodneſs of God to us as his 


creatures, his forgiving grace dis 
played to us as ſinners, our relation 
to God and intereſt in him, and the 


proſpect of eternal bliſs Where 8 
5 mall we find ſuch motives to virtue ; 


as theſe, hut in the Nate 55 


* 


5 now Wess di we may obſerve; 
are its motives and aids to thoſe of- 0 


fered by any other ſyſtem: the con- 
ſtraining power of love, the indwell- 
ing ſpirit of Chriſt, and the removal 
of N obſtacle t to obedience. 5 


| diſtinguiſhed. ee of the hea- 
then world, found oppreſſion prevail 
againſt all his efforts, and was ſen- 
ſible that he had ſtriven in vain to 


ſtem the torrent, what was the laſt 
3 „„ jentiment 
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; ſentiment. capita by the falling 
patriot? “ Virtue, thou art but an 
_ empty: name! How different 
this from the expiring. language of 
2 Paul, I, am now ready to be 
4 offered, and the time of my depar- 
4 ture is at hand; I have fought a 
„good fight, I have finiſhed my 
4 courſe, I have Kept the faith. 
e Henceforth there is laid up for me 
„% crown of righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the righteous judge ſhalt | 
give me at that day, and not to me 
4 only but alſo unto 1125 them that 3 
55 « love his appearing.” 
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5 95 3 the e be- 
. 5 twixt the dy ing hero, and the dying 
Z _ chriſtian, but from the ſuperior ex- 
4 , cellence of the- religion of Jeſus to 
| any ſy ſtem of DO | 
| : Death is indeed an n event od per- | 
* 5  plexing, 
1 | 
| BAY 3 
1 A * 2 oy 


6 PAY 


: plexing to. ſs and we may defy: any ; 


man to account for it's entrance into O 

the world, on any other ſyſtem than 

that of revelation; but the deiſts have, 
all of them, been taught ſome trurbe 


by the bible, the diſcovery of which, 


they erroneouſly attribute to their 
owanreaſon, and then make uſe of them 
as weapons to SDL W divine: re- 


. velation. FP 


- 
4 - — 
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This is the caſe. with reſpe&t *% 
com doctrines which are generally „ 


ſuppoſed to belong to natural religion: 


for inſtance—That of the CREATION 355 


* * 


8. e aun Es 


| Ik infidels_affert the creation f 


5 the world by the MOST HIGH, I would 


alk them whence they derived. their 
knowledge? Did they ever ſee. 


the Creator? did they ever ſee a 
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creating act performed ? can ſenſa i 
S tion, 
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ficiently inſtru them herein? No: 
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tows reflection, or 8 ſuf⸗ 


without revelation, their ideas on 
this ſubject would, like thoſe of the 
ancient philoſophers. have been very 
obſcure. Juſtly therefore has the wri- 
ter of the epiſtle to the Hebre ws ſaid 
— By faith we underſtand that the 
| « worlds were framed by the word 
of God, (for) viſible things were 
boy not made of things that do appear.” 
So in the matter before us, if they 
 afﬀert that death is an inevitable con- 
fequence of the frame and conſtitu- 
tion of our nature, ' what is this but” - - 
- limiting the power of God, as if he 
were incapable of framing a Work 
that mould laſt without a ng TO 


If wy altert death to be a bleſſing | 
tn itſelf, their own feelings will give 


them the lie . and if 125 fay 
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is it rendered ſo by it's conſequences; 


they muſt derive from revelation 
the d doctrine of 2 future ſtate a retri- 


bution, / 

If ov aſſert afotuve afloat 
of the. body, we may juſtly retort 
upon them who gave you this infor- 
mation? The ſchool of ſcience, © 

Athens knew. nothing of it, and it's 
ſages. laughed the apoſtle to. ſcorn, | 
for propagating - a do@rine which 
they conceived to be:abſurd and ir- 
rational. The wiſeſt of the ancient 
: philoſophers accounted the body ſo 
vile, that the idea of a refurrection 
Was hateful to them, and they were 
the more prejudiced againſt the chriſ- 
tians on account of their profeſſing 
to expect i it as a bleſſing: and although 
ſome of our modern Illuminati pre- 
lend to have made the diſcovery by 


66: exerciſe of. their own reaſon, 
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every one W that they galned ä 
their knowledge from the bible, „long 
before they were capable of conceiv- 
ing thoſe principles on which they 
now pretendtoground the diſcovery. 5 


Thoſe principles therefore, however 


they may ſerve toelncidateor confirm 
the doctrine in their opinion, come 


too late to claim the honour of deſ- 


cry ing the important truth; and the 7 
_ deiſts themſelves verify in their on 
conduct the charge which they falſe- 
ly bring againſt the prophets of 
God ;—that of predicting events after | 
hens have occurred. | 

Reaſon 4055 philoſoghy are  Addecd 
totally at a loſs when they contemp- 


late death ;—they have no clue to 
1 5 guide them through the mazy laby- 
rinth; neither can they develope 
: oy the awful gloom that ſurrounds *the 

e Aver any thing certain 


1 


beyond it, nor can FO prepare 2 


thinking man to meet death as a 
== friend. However we may think ab · © 
* ſtractedly, w we cannot act ſo; all our 


actions here are e eee, by the 
medium of body, and the ſtate of a 


ſpirit ſe parated from the animal 


Is frame, through the medium of which 


it receives it's ideas, and performs. 


its motions, is inveloped in a dark- 
neſs abſolutely impenetrable, except 


by the rays of- the goſpel. Nature 


cannot anticipate: with ſatisfactilon 


its own. deſtruction ; the apparatus 


of the tyrant death is truly formida - 


ble, and men in every age have 


dreaded his nean approach. There 


are only three ways in Which man, 


tiſh ſtupidity, and atheiſtical enpec. 
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I concei ve, can poſſibiy meet de 


With fortitude.— Either from a bru- 0 


tation of being releaſed: from an-ex- 
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of miſery;—from the violence of a 

ruling paſſion, which drives away all 
lIlerious reflection on conſequences; - 
Tor from ſome kind of hope (ground- 
5 leſs or well founded) of the favour 
of the Deity, and the conſequent 
enjoyment of a cal ate than 
the eee 5 | 55 


Few men are ip totally loſt to re- . 
flection, as to poſſeſs the firſt men- 
tioned wretched qualification : and 
| the ſecond, common as it is, will ap- 
pear to a man who thinks ſolidly on 
the ſubject, dreadful rather than 
enviable; and nowever it may con- 
ſtitute a man—hero or brute enough 
to meet death unappalled in the : 
. madneſs of the moment, amid ſcenes 
ol hurry, confuſion, and carnage, it 

cannot enable him with calm com- 
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„ IP De on 
Horx then, the hope 5 a 10 „%%% ml 
Y ful eterni ty alone, can diveſt death of 


its terrors, and diſſipate the gloomy I 
borr ors of the 3 | | 


* » 


ts B14 was es af relearly 7 
5 3 a future ſtate, or pro 
ving the immortality of the ſoul, fo 
_ when theſe truths are firſt diſcover- | 
ed by a ſinner; what comfort do 
they afford him? —The attributes of B 
the Deity, neceſſarily. infer his de- 
teſtation of moral evil; and there- 
fore without ſome ſolid aſſurance of 
his favour, ſome undeniable proof 
| that he can, conſiſtent with his infi- - 
7 . nite purity, pardon and accept the 
1 5 - _guilty, the thought. of immortality 
- WH muſt be the torment of the- dying 5 
„ tranſgreſſor. What aſſurance can 
5 reaſon and philoſophy. afford us? 
What evidence can they. produce 5 
Bs ehen to G the mind f a2 
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man, . is cunfalans of the! imper- 
fecctions of his heart and life, that he 
ſhall be happy after death? Or what. - 
light can they afford concerning the 
nature of a ſtate of exiſtence when 
feparated from the body, that Gall! 
render him willing and deſirous to 
enter upon it? Palxk indeed Ins 
| forms us, that he has had a.conſcious 
trial of the force of his principles, 
in the immediate view of death; but 
I would aſk. him, —can you give to 
others a reaſon of vour hope? 14 
there no ſuch thing as deluſton? and 
now do you prove you. were: not 
under a miſtake? Men who profeſs 
to believe nothing without convin- 
eing evidence, are ſuvely (or ought. 
ro * able to give to every man 
that aſks: them, a reaſon for their 
9 of future felicity.. And this 
the chriſtian is able to give: rea- 
__"_ that does not en human 


* 
1 2 5 f , K 7 ? 2 F N Re Wy ** > <2ols #7 ol Pp 
Mg SY — — * K 4 n 1 2 - 3 N 
K . 1 ; ' 8 


: 3 
. . Hr ae 


k » a + © 
3 » 
. 2 ©; : F 
= # . 1 — 
x , Is e 
; < 1 15 3 * | Wn M 
- * * 1 * S * g 
* Fa 1 4 5 2 
* . 


- a to td; nor an ac- 

quaintance with the rules of arti- 
flcial logic to explain and defend: 
sua reaſon which ariſes directly from 
the grand facts recorded in the bible, 
the glorious doctrines connected 
with and reſulting from them, and | 
the wonderful effects of theſe >. gt „ 2 
trines on himſelf, | e 5 OL „„ i 
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The 0b e of. 264 allied are 2 
ſo plainly exhibited by the aſtonin⸗ - 2 
ing and ſupernatural facts it dechres, _ . 
concerning the perſon, birth, char- 
acter, ſufferings, death, and reſüurree- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt; that every at- WS. 
tempt to ſeparate. them has nl 
proved the folly and prejudice „„ 
thoſe. men by whom it was made. 
\—The infinite purity of God, his 
unbounded goodneſs, his hatred of 
in, his regard for juſtice, and yet 
hk love and pity for the miſerable 
offender; 
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hh ca his es ions an 
reconciling the claims of mercy and 
g 5 of j juſtice in the voluntary ſufferings 
andi triumphant reſurrection of Jefus, 
appear clearly to the mind and con- 


"ſcience of the chriſtian, and convince 
him more forcibly than ten cr ebe 
e that Gop 18 s Love. 


PO 
SP 


| «] 3 11 the 1 5 
00 chriſtian) my guilt and imperfec- 
„ tion; I agree to the equity and 


< demns the ſinner. I am willing that 
all its demands ſhould' be ſatisfied; 
4 but I rejoice in the view of a Savi- 
our, Who hath complicd with all 


its injunctions, and endured it's 
© heavieſt curſe; and that in the 

room and on the behalf of rebels, 
<« totally undeſerving of his inter po- 
< ſition, In his reſurrection I behold 


« acquittal 


( . 3 


4 3 of 1811 1 and be- 
lieving theſe truths, I rely only 


* 


on the work and ſufferings of je- 
| 6e ſus, for my acceptance with God; 
„ whoſe voice I -hear in the goſpel, 
© acquitting and approving the be- 
« liever as plainly as ever I heard 
« jt. in the law, eee evil 
* ts the > ſinner; N 


- 


4 of evil diſpoſitions, and corrupt” 
L uffections, as any of my fellow 

* fGnners; and I found every method 

« by which I attempted an eſcape | 

< atterly impracticable, till God who” 

. commanded re tight to a ine on 7 


* of darkneſs ſhined in my heart, to 
give me the light of the knowledge 
„the glory of* God, in the face of 

_ Chriſt : and the effect of 


l views 1 have had of this 
| hon prove with  Luſficient evi- 
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« dence to my conſcience, that I have 


„ not. followed | neee eri 
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FRE: 4 The [Aeliveranye! of my mind 
from the burden of guilt. and Me 


„ bondage of uncertainty, diſinelined 


me from returning to my former 


* purſuits the glory I diſcerned: in 
the goſpel, eclipſed. all the bright- 
4 neſs of worldly objects, and I whs 
influenced to become a ſtranger 


and a pilgrim ſeeking a better coun- 


« try beyond the grave, Conſcious 
„ of my own. imperfections, and of 


5.4 the remains of a ſinful nature, the 

lively hope of the goſpel led me to 
love and ſeek after the ſimplicity 
« and purity of diſpoſition and con- 


duct it inculcates;—ſubdued my 


Anett ungovernable paſſions, in- 


4 fluenced me to renounce all my un- 


<6 1 e ee, and 
8 5 
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« by love 0 me to: live 
“ ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly i in 
een preſent evil world, TR WHT 
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1 00 Thus living under 8 influence | 
ih: of the goſpel, and experiencing it's 
7.46 all powerful effects on my mind 

lt. arid conduct, I am ſatisfied of . the 

g reality of the See of my FAITH | 


1 e ag bx fO 


| 4 Henes Tims rejoles 30 te peg” 

. i *© pe of death, which will put me in, 

| e poſſeſſion of, that happineſs 1 
e Am incapable of poſſeſſing fully on 
earth: being convinced by the g 
15 proofs 1 have bad 1 in this world of. 
the veracity of the bible, I rely 
„ with unſhaken confidence on it's 

6 promiſes of a bliſsful immortality.” 


I would now aſk,—Is not ſuch lan- 
guage, in ſuch circu mſtances, a moral 
OE 0 N demon. 
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| demonſtration to the aber 
mind, of ſomething real and ſubſtan- 
tial in chriſtianity? and is not this 
man much better entitled than PA INE 
to fay—* I have had a conſe ious triat 
7 the force of * principles : „ 


That there 1 is Tack 2 thing as en- 
> 'thuſiaſn I readily acknowledge ; but 
on what ground can a hope, founded 
2 on principles ſo plain and determi- | 
\ nate, be called e Pp; 
1 | But to return to the morality of N 
43 | the bible. „ | 
f 3 i 11 f is platit th at men may co \nform 
1 i to the practice of what is called vir - 
3 f : tue, in all other ſyſtems, while un · 
* der the dominion of very corrupt 5 
1 paſſions, particularly pride, and ſelt 
# intereſt ; 2 are not FOE” made by 
3 ß + —— AP 
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many, the rule of propriety i in more! 
eee | 


Bot the ——_— "of the bible 
admits of no baſe compromiſe. with 


intereſt, allows no ſiniſter. deſigns as 
lawful motives of action, forbids the 


fwellings of pride and ſelf exultation, 


and teaches us in all we. do, to aim 
at a higher end than our own oratifi- 
N even THE FLORT or e "XI 


The dei wild Holy * as in a 
format caſe, ſomewhat timilar, that 
| from the proud, ſelfiſh, profane con- 
duct of the bulk of profeſſing chriſ- 
tians, it is abundantly evident that 
they are influenced by motives, di- 
realy contrary to the glory of God, 


or Os Soom of his CE FLORNES.. 
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ſtatement, and give the . it's 
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Fall weeks; but it will at laſt ve 
ound an argument in our favour. 5 


33 Rei ys 8 corgmdbiceb in” 
5 France ſince the commencement of 
the revolution: will our enemies ac- 
knowledge that they originated ſole- 
ly from the prevalence of that philo- - 
. ſophy, the tendency of which they 
aſſerted was, by emancipating the 
people from their former leaders the 
5 prieſts, to reform their manners and 
render them goed, wiſe, and happy, 
and will they from the reſult be led 
to confeſs their ſyſtem falſe If not, 
_— they have no right to charge the. 
= - | bible with cauſing the ill conduct of 
1 | thoſe who, while they profeſs to be- 
; EW Ive can Ry to . 5 
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But ye theſe r ever 
given us in their writings, any juſt rea- 


ſlon to expect, that the lives and con- 
duct 0 


duct of e would totally 


contradict the maxims of their 7 
tem? far from it: they would perſuade | 


us, that on the adoption of their prin- 


_ ciples the world would be at once 
rich, free, peaceful, and happy: 7 
a we have ſeen the contrary 

_ though | we expect good, impor- _ 

tant future good, to ariſe from the 

- preſent evils; the apoſtolic predic _ 

tions, and not thoſe of philoſophers, 
are the e of | e | 


From the predittions of the” new 
ei of © men being lovers of 5 
* theirownſelves,.covetous, boaſters; - 
proud, &c. having a form (ſhape, 

. « jdea; or dead Image) of godlineſs, | 


"Hart denying. the. power thereof, 1 


it appears that the immoral lives of 
profeſſors of chriſtianity, inſtead of 
being urged as an objection 2 gainſt 
either the ruth of revelation, or the 
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C 1 16 35 
at of it's ſyſtem,” Ss” to be. 
| conſidered as an evidence in favour =) 
of both; for while we ſee and are 
ſhocked 75 the ſubtilty of men, in „ 
commodating a form of chriſtianity to ig 
the indulgence of thoſe paſſions, and 
| theallowance of thoſe motives which 
it execrates, it not only proves the | 
veracity of the ſcripture premoni- 
tions, but. clears the bible from ſanc- 
_ tioning the crimes, or excuſing the 
| perſons who commit them. . 


Nor is the 3 of true ſerip- 
tural morality (though obſcured by 
the antichriſtian apoſtacy,) baniſhed 
from the world: among men, poor in 
. their worldly circumſtances, deſpiſed 
__—  _ and hated by proud and rigid ſecta- 
oy _ _rians, trampled under foot by the ſup- 
_ porters of mere national religion, ble. 
ſed be God we are not without inſtan- 

tn ces of a conduct pious, humble, diſin- 

JFF 5 tereſted, 


5 


| bis 


* * 
* 2 > = * 
q 2 : 5 
21 — 2 — 
5 j pou 
<8 3%. Far * - 


n 
2 4 


wu 
3 * — 
a \ WL Gr = 1 * . 2 #8 , 3 3 Y ö 
— 8 Fan 2 ee EA TER... OBS 
ta DE. - 5 R 3 R 1 
5 TOE > 7 4 
t f 1 * « 
* - 
<> a 
Y : ö 
+ i \ 
* 


. : * 
3 e 
* r g 


4 d * 


. P 
—_— F 
eg 
1% 


ASD, 


2 en 
«23 1 * " <a 4 22 5 * e 
K ; K 1 . Wor > * n i... LE - 

8 99 5 . * 18 5 F 4 * nn r " N P =" 1 p 2 

2 0 NM hy & % þ nod N 8 * 2 , x y 5 «A 4 4 \ "oP. 
* Re A * * 3 / wi To 1 £4 36" wy N * Ger 2 1 FOO * 
= N W 2 1 E. e 98 R 1 * 
wy 5 _— 1 A * 
2 


-—_— 
*. 


tereſted affectionate and ſincereʒa con. : b 
duct becoming the pure goſpel of Jeſus  _ + ? 
Chriſt; but with ſuch chriſtians as | of 
theſe, our opponents appear to have | Eg 1 8 
little opportunity, or probably incli- 1 
nation, to become acquainted; and 1 


men have conceived of the chriſtian . 
religion as a moral ſyſtem, who conſi- 


of anti- chriſtian prieſts, and profeſſed 


and deluded i followers. 3 NE Ls 


ters, and ſo many ways of diſcoyer- 
| ingtheirdeep-laid {chemes of religious | ” 
villany? It would never have given 


b to anſwer the purpoles ß 13 
ſtatecraft, and prieſteraft, would = 13 
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Wonder not at any horrid ideas, that 55 


der it only as repreſented in the lives 


chriſtian ſtateſmen, and their profane | 


If the bible had 1 8 1 by 


have given us fo many cautions | 
againſt the artifices of ſach charac. 


- * 


us ſuch a rule to form our judgment 
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6 ye ſhall know them;” N 1671 


dently appears, that thoſe Who pro- 
feſs an attachment to the doctrines, 


and ceremonies of the chriſtian: reli · {7 
Sion, but whole lives do not manifeſt. 


the genuine fruits of bible ke 
"oy, are  deceivers. U 
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1 am ſenſible that Ta 8 nts IE 


= Teſs manner in which, in the famili- 
arity of epiſtolary. ance, Le. 
have given you my ſentiments, will 
lay me open to a variety of trifling 
cavils from the regular logical diſ- 


putants in favour of deiſm; but I 


- totally diſregard all thoſe tations. 
Which, however they may affect me 
; "i cannot affe ct the princi- _ | 
ples 1 maintain,—Had  diſputants | 
ever conſidered the diſcovery and: --- 

defence of truth, as the only proper 
ends of controverſy, moſt of the diſ. 
. putes that have employed the preſs, 

| pack have been differently con- 
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ky 


GREY 
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OR. < abs TY Dn ITT 
Auded. Te? fair: ab Es reaſoner 


Gar not ſtrive to multiply cavils, 


WE merely. 
on his opponent, or to increaſe. the 


to fix charges of abſurdity 


| ee and trouble of a reply; 7 much 


ake a proud diſcovery of his 


A acuteneſs. It is eaſy to ſtart 
doubts, and frame plauſible objec- 


tions againſt the plaineſt and moſt 
5 ſelf-evident truths; witneſs the ſenſe - 


leſs cavils of the ſtoics againſt me- 
tion, beſt! anſwered By him who re- 
futed his opponents, by walking be- 
fore them in filence. We might, if 
we thought it worth while; eaſily | 


_ refute the: long train of filly -objec- | 


tions to trifling « circumſtances, which 
III the. pages, and contradict the title 
of the Age of reaſon,” and Which, 

while they difcover the littleneſs of 
the author's mind, in ſuppoſing them 
worth the notice of a reaſonable 
man, prove too plainly that truth 
was not the grand object of his 
ſearch 
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; 3 3 it it had been, he wes 
have fairly: conſidered the evidences | 

of the truth of revelation, and, to uſe 

a law phraſe, have met them on the 
general iſſne, though his oppoſition, 

even then, would have ON * 
vain. 5 


Meile me FE to cotctade by. 
i” that as on the one hand, 
thoſe are unfit advocates for chriſti- 
anity, who have a worldly intereſt | 

to promote by defending it, (as al- 
ready hinted in my firſt letter) ſo on 


tze other hand, he who has a predo- 


minant paſſion, that he is determined 
to gratify, and Which induces him 
to oppoſe it, ought not to be conſi- 
dered as a fair antagoniſt. How far 
this applies to you, and your col- 
leagues, I leave entirely to your own 
conſelences to determine, and am, 
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been chiefly confined to matters of 
fact. It is now! time for us to pro- 
ceed more particularly to the con- 


ſideration of the grand doctrines 
contained in the bible, 


dence ariſing from thence,” to yy 
10's GIN original. een ee 


d the evi- 
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-; ad here 1 feel in a peculiar man- 


a ner, the happineſs of being uninflu- : 


enced by the deſire of pleaſing, or 


the fear of offending, a patron or a 
party; I am conſcions of the felieity 


of boldly appealing to the bible alone, 


and not to. any ſtandard of human : 


com- 
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compoſition, for Aa 88 of the 
., principles it contains : I rejoice in 
7 holding the old and new teſtaments 
alone, as containing my creed and rule 
of conduct: yet ſo far from condemn- 
ing any man, for the free exerciſe of 
his juſt right, of declaring boldly and 
freely to all the world, his views of 
the whole or any part of divine 
truth, I conſider | the conduct of 
ſome who have been contemptu- 
ouſly ſtiled Creed makers,' as noble 
and worthy. of i imitation ; but every ö 
attempt to invade the rights of 
others, by making our modes of ex- 
preſſion a ſtandard for their faith, is 
an inſult to amm ſenſe and com. 
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1 Og: 85 thy this declaration, 
ki underſtood to admit the innocence 
of error; nor to conſider religious 


ſentiments as of triling * 


- 2 x 


t: 160 1 


. on the contrary; as a [believer in 
divine revelation, I feel myſelf con- 
ſtrainedito H attach to the ſyſtem of doc- © 


trines it inculcates, all that impor- 


tance which it demands; nor can 1, to 


ſhun the imputation- of bigotry, in- 


dulge the falſe. charity of thinking 


tbat men who deny the foundation 


0 7 truths of chr iſtianity, or who hold the 0 
truth in unrighteouſneſs, are in the 


road to everlaſting happineſs : on 


the contrary, I conceive it the trueſt 
exerciſe of charity, to point out 
honeſtly to ſuch perſons, the awful : 


tendency both of their principles 


and practices; at the ſame time endea- 
vouring to call their attention, to 8 
that only way of eſcape Wen lies 5 

before 1 8 in the Kalbe 


The 3 aud F 1 
of the bible, which equally diſtin- .. 
- -Eviſh it from the artful impoſitions 
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of bi6ſtoraft, and the dark Se 
. tures, of infidel philoſophy, relate 
Principally to the character of the 
bleſſed God, the way of a ſinner's 
acceptance with him by an atone- 
ment, the nature and neceſſity of 
divine influences to regenerate the 
de praved mind of man, and lead him 


to the love and practice of true vir- 


tue, and the light it gives us re- 
| | ſpecting the future ſtate; each of 
Which demands our attentive conſi- 
deration. 


| The e of the Gods as 
drawn by the heathen poets and my- 
thologiſts, 'no'one now will, I fup- 
poſe, venture to defend ; OS 


tion and impurity being their moſt 


prominent features. And if we ſtrip 
the ancient and modern philoſophic 


theories of a Deity, of all the infor- 


| mation e from the bible, they 


. will. 


- 


with; appear bath and mean, in com- 5 
pariſon with the Deity of the ſerip- 
tures.— Unity, {pirituality, infinity, 5 


| incomprehenſibility, eternity, un- 
changeableneſs, and ſovereignty, form 


5 the auguſt outlines; While wiſdom, 


holineſs, juſtice, power, beniguity, 
veracity, love, and grace, compoſe 
the colouring of this immenſely glo- 
rlous portrait, He that diſcerns the 
brightneſs of this diſplay in divine 
revelation, beholds indeed a Gop ; 2 
but this-ſun is ſeen in its meridiaa 
ſplendor, in no other firmament; and 
although ſome rays of the divine ö 
glory are diſcernible in the works of © 
creation, they have never afforded 
ſufficient light to enable men to 
ſolve the queſtion ſatisfactorily 
How can the perfections of God be 
_ diſplayed and-glorified, while fin and 
confuſion prevail in a world created 
ag erna "mn him ?—But the 
8 2. ſeriptural 8 


| ( T7 J :- 
ſcriptural account of the divine 

character and conduct, unravels the. 

intricacy, and coincides throughout 


with that conciſe and beautiful de- 
er iption of the Deity, given us by 


2 new teſtament writer,“ God is 


light, and in him is no darkneſs at 
all.“ ANDES Js N 


Will the deiſt venture to aſſert, 


that he can point out any book, pro- 


fefledly treating of the character ofthe 
Great Supreme, which aſeribes to 
Him ſuch excellencies, and repreſents 
him at the ſame time in ſo grand, ſo 
awful, and. yet. ſo lovely and endear- 
ing a lght, as. the bible? Men may 


cer at the myſterious doctrine of 


ſcripture; reſpecting © the F ather, the 
„Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, —the. 
« Lord our God being one Lord; 


* but will they who can give us no 
: fatisfactory account of their own 


— * 


Shs exiſtence, 


— 


a) 


exiſtence, or it's eſſential nature and 855 
properties, expect us to attend to 
them, when they deny a propoſition 
merely becauſe 71 contains more | 
than they can explain or compre- 
nend — Or Will they aſſert that 
there is any way, in which the glo- 
ries of the incomprehenſible God, | 
can be ſo clearly repreſented to man, 
as when the ſubject on which they 
are manifeſted, is the ſalvation of the 
: human race, and the perſon in whom 


they ſhine, ; appear 1 in faſhion as 4 
* man?” EL i 1 


V 79 
3 


+Sflequlative men may form various, 
and jarring opinions reſpecting the 

nature of God, bot not one ſo well 
calculated as that which the bible 
affords to lead the wretched to repoſe 
on him as a friend, and ineline the : 


depraved to Gor flies their ſinful pur- 


ſuits] and to live Toberly, rightcouſly; 
A 53 93 and 


N 


* 


674 * 


- cody While the more awful | 
e of deity are ſet forth, in 
a way peculiarly adapted to ſtrike the 
attention, and appal the conſcience 
of the daring profligate, divine bene- 
volence invites the prodigal to re- 
turn to the love and ſervice of his 
juſtly offended, but merciful ſove- 
reign; who at the ſame time graſps 
in one hand the ſword of vengeance, 
and extends in theother the peace- 
ful olive, proclaiming mercy and for- 
givengls t0"the CENT, r, 


* 


© The tes of the mered nr 165 
unite their varied rays, and ſhine 
lurpaſſingly bright, in the ſeripture 
account of the way of a Ginner's ac- 
ceptance e God. eee 


* 5 : — 


3 k — 


That man is a deve: creature 
we have already proved, and there- 
fore the queſtion is not concerning 
„ FF; mie 


IR. ) 


| the iche approbation of a Arictly 5 
| righteous character, but —< Ho- ƷZ⁸ 


< ſhall man,” imperfect, frail, offend. 


ing, „ guilty, ang.) be jul with God?” 
885 ceafon a e can 
preſent us with nothing certain = 
men who merely ſpeculate on this 
ſubje&, without feeling themſelves | 
deeply intereſted, may content their 
minds with bare probability; but 
ſomething which riſes much higher, 
is neceſſary to ſatisfy the awakened 
conſcience of one who feels himſelf a - 
ſinner, who is ſuitably affected with 


the contemplation of the awful ma- 


i jeſty and purity of God; and who is 
convinced of the infinite terrors of 
his diſpleaſure :—nothing will be ſuf-. 
ficient to calm the mind of ſuch a 
perſon, but. poſitive proof that the 
5 Dirie 2 Fas ane, with | 


( 176 *. 


Mi otrfe@iang: receive the ſioner into N 


nis aur, ; 


But will the opinions and aſſertions 


of men, even the moſt wiſe and learn- 
ed, have ſufficient force te counter- 
balance an in ward ſenſe of the divine 
deteſtation of moral evil, and the 
painful conſciouſneſs of mental de- 
pravity, and ſinful conduct; or will 


any general reaſonings on the good- 


neſs of God, which the penitent knows Xx 
| he has flighted and abuſed, yield | 
him ſufficient ground of hope to ap- 


proach God as a friend? Let thoſe 
anſwer who have ever found them- 


ſelves in this ſituation : as for thoſe 


who are unconſcious of any imper- 


fection in their minds or conduct (if 
ſuch men exiſt)—let them for once 
compare their ideas of moral recti- 
tude with thoſe revealed in the bible, 
: *, either from their ſurpaſſing pu- 
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. ad} men muſt be convinced of | 
their ſublime original, or they will 
furniſh proof toothers ofthe pride and 
folly of their imaginations, and the 
accuracy of the deſcription given of 
their Nate and character I in ſcripture, 


8 it be. Res that God will 
_ pardon offences committed againſt 
him, without making ſuitable provi: 
ſion for maintaining the honour of 
his own government? or that he 
will by his conduct repreſent ſin | BER 
2 trifling evil, and thereby encourage 
4 his- creatures to perſiſt with the 
hope of impunity in diſobey ing his 
commands 2. At leaſt does this ſup, ; 
poſition (for i it can be nothing more) 
come with a good grace from men 
Who profeſs a high regard for the in- 
tereſts of morality, and who on a com- i 
pariſons: with the reſt of mankind, 
Re FT 
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: vel: themſelves on. their ſuperior \ 
on ad diſeerument. 85 


7 „But if we MEER? not to prejudice 
| nor education, but to the conſeiences 
of men in general, (however differ- 


ent their degrees of mental diſcern- 


ment, advantages of information, or 


views of religion,) in thoſe moments 


when they are awakened to reflection, 


we ſhall find that the queſtion—“ On 


« what. ground will God pardon a 
inner?“ —inflicts on them a very 
vainful ſenſation. and that if thev dg 


* e 


not receive And reſt on the ons 
ment the bible reveals, they feel the 
neceſlity of ſome fappoſed ſubſtitute. 
From hence aroſe the general opin- 
ion among the heathen that the Deity 
Was to be appeaſed by ſacrifices; and 
thoſe profeſſed chriſtians, who while 
they acknowledge the truth of the 
ſcriptures, difregard their leading | 
- peculigrity, 


* 


7 


1 


4 „ 

peculiarity,—the atonement of Ji PS 
Chriſt, appear to be, more incon- 
ſiſtent i intheir views of religion, orat 


| leaſt to have leſs regard. for the hon» - 
our of God, than 8 or , 


At i e to poink- out. to vou 

the folly of thoſe religious ceremo- 
monies- and oblations, which are ſet 
up in oppoſition to the atonement re 
vealed in the goſpel, as you diſregard 
them as much as we do; but it may 


be uſeful juſt "to eee the inſuffi- 
ciency of thoſe things on Which hu 
reſt as claims, intitling you to the 


favour of the Mo$T HR: and theſe 
may be all reduced to repentance, 


_ - reformation of manners, -and the per- 


formance of virtuous, patriotic, and 
ec actions. ; 


Can' the nent 1 an 5 merited 
by the ried of the ſinner? or 
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will the holineſs of God, and the juſ- 
_ tice of his law be manifeſted. to his 
4 - creatures, by admitting penitence as 


a "reparation for crimes? Neither 


monarchies nor republics will admit 


_ this reſpecting their own laws, but 
on the contrary, they would conſider 


fuch conduct as holding out encour- 
agement to freſh tranſgreſſions. If 


it be objected- that the reaſon why 


human governments will not accept 


of repentance inſtead of puniſhment, 
is, becauſe they are not competent 
judges of the ſincerity of that repen- 


„ and that therefore our argu- 
ment does not apply to the ſubject, we 


anſwer, thou gh God himſelf is a cer- 


tain judge of this matter, his uner- 
ring knowledge of the ſincerity of the 
penitent, is not communicable to 
| finite creatures, ſo as to enable them 
to vindicate the glory of divine pu- 
Ny; and impreſs their fellow crea- 


oe he”, | cures. 


— 


C3 
ren with a ſenſe of the danger o l 


e en 


vn any vredithe: ihe of: the 


» 
A — 
wh , 


: eren of a debtor for having in 


curred a debt, as a ſubſtitute for pay- 


. ment, eſpecially if the ſum is enor- 


mous, and it appears the debtor had 


never an intention of wien Ms: 
_ Tation?” „ e 


” i 2 ny 


Pe will reply; "Reformation 
£ «of manners added to penitence, not 


568 only proves it 1 but aſtords 
1 a ground of remiſſion. | 


J 


tranſgreſſor of human laws: will * 
be an indemnification to the ſtate for 
former crimes, . that the criminal 
does not repeat them, when perhaps 
he has wanted power, opportunity, 
or inclination? will the ceaſing to 


„ + 5 contract 


8. 3 


contract freſh debts, pay thoſe, ah 
ready contracted? But this is too 
favourable a repreſentation: where 
does the man exiſt in this world, 
who is ſo completely reformed, from 
all vice, as not to offend, in any point 
the law of. God? Shew; us if you can 
_ amongſt mankind this * ar avis in 
terra, nigrogus ſimillima, cygno.” 
So far are thoſe you account re 
formed from ſatisfying by their ſub- 
*  * ſequent, for their former conduct, 
that they are ſtill ene as to 
vreſent duty. e . 


i But perhaps vou will re eply—*N Not 
only are ſome men penitent for their 
faults, not only are their lives re- 

formed, but they have atchieved 
heroic deeds, made many patriotic 
ſacrifices, delivered their country 
„ oppreſſion; terminated horrid 
185 wars bs a ſafe ad honourable peace, 
5 . = 4.006 


. 
a 


5% 
n 


* 165 I : 
wad difuſed happineſs IRE ths. 


. large circle of an extenſive nation; 
fuch characters as theſe, inſtead of 1855 
— atonement, merit applauſe,” | 


We readily acknowledge that they 
merit. the thanks of human ſociety,  _ (. 
for the benefits it has received. | 

through their means, Which they 
may claim as their juſt reward from 
their fellow ereatures; but without 
taking intoconſideratian the thou ght 5 
that mean and ſelfiſh. motives may: 
ſometimes exeite to action, dne 
ſplendor of which dazzles the eyes : 
of men, ſuch actions can never re- 
commend a ſinner to Godz for ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, they are all duties; nor 
do they conſtitute the whole of 
what the law requires as to pre- 
ſent obedience, and they have no 
higher tendency than the welfare 
. nn of e RO 3 


% * * 
> E 0 . 8 fa . 8 £ * \ by ; 22 0 <> 7 MY wo 2 « B 
Ig PIE FLY : 9 * 8 1 n KS IP Sr C0 Sas 8x; n 9 1 „ th EE WE" ny 
e r ee CE Er IS . IEA WY TOY F 588 why WEST EI SF DTS A PLS I 2 3 Z 
z 5 NT. v . 8 2 

r EK n ARE r n 72 r Ion 2 3” c Lo $4 3 7 . 

*. 8 = eG r 's a 8 — 4 5 2 199 2 J 4% - tac M85 . x > * *- 
Co, Ee ECW FEI LT nnd — n 0 n . * ccc 8 r 3 

AW... MS de TAILRSS — : "Ee VO 9s F CORES, R = r PE. 3 Ss by Contr .. LC IS . + 0 „ - , * 
3 4 . . * ae ” N r cf, N EI , o - 4 « : * . . y 2. 

N 

- a, 1 z " 0 4 


| Which muſt be, ere long, diffolves L 
by death: the very attempt theng- 
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fore, to claim the divine favour on 


| eſe, or ſimilar grounds, argues a 


degree of pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, 
quite unbecoming our ſtation as crea- 


tares, much more our condition as 
ſinners. The bible alone ſatisfacto- 
rity ſolves the queſtion. * How can 


L a guilty ſinner, be accepted of 
God, in a way wherein the purity | 
and juſtice of his nature, aud his 
merey to the offender, can be ſo 
conſpicuouſly diſplayed,” as in the: 


voluntary ſufferings of an innocent, 


a divine perſon, in the We e 
of the e er n e ee 


That Jefu us died you Wegs; o 
that he was the ſon of God his re- 
ſurrection proves; how then can his 


death be accounted for, without a 
8 reflection on Te e unleſs he 


8 8 


3 died as a eri for ſin, ae unte 
the grand end of God's glory, i in the 
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: pardon and ſalvation. of the ſinner, 


i ; 


could not have been accompliſhed in in „ 8 
ny SP e . 


22x 8 


1 man SAR of nis e 995 


: Kite as a guilty criminal, and believ- 
ing the glad tidings of this goſpel, . 
juſtly eonceives hope towards God, Do 
| hearing the voice of the ſame nde W > Ml 


ſoyereign proclaiming pardon, re- e 9 
conciliation, and acceptance in his 


fon, whom he had: before heard 
3 vengeance in in Bly -righte”' 


Here are no conjetiuryl — 
ons reſorted to for belief, but a 
poſitive aſſurance, an indubitable 
fact, a divine righteouſneſs, a com 
plete ſatisfaction, all uniting to en- 
courage the ſoul to truſt in this 
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 faviour, who invites him to approach 

an holy God, as a father and a friend, 
with {olid hope and N con- 
7 fidence. 


\ 


— 


The belief of cis cath cuts the - 


finews of pride, melts, humbles, and 
Fabdues the rebel; while it relieves, 
- animates, and rejoices the ſoul, and 
_ divinely influences the n man to ery 
virtue. 3 e 


x" ſaid,  divinely influences ; for 
as no influence but that ich is 


+ divine, can be ſufficient to turn the 
current of the human mind, and re- 
gulate all thoſe tumultuous paſſions 
which, in conſequence of the fallen 
ſtate of man, have uſurped domini- 
on, ſo it is by the means of divine 
truth, that divine en ene 


the WAL. 
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I well 
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i well 3 that in the 3 „„ 
"as the firſt revolution in France, the. „ 
ſudden and almoſt uni werſal fervor — 
of liberty kindled in millions of 4 
| hearts, was attributed by ſome among 
yourſelves, to the influence of the | 
God of nature; and this in_conſe- - 1 
| 


 quenee/ of long concealed political 

- truths, being preſented to their 

.view.—You therefore cannot with 
propriety deny: all divine and ſaper- = 
natural influences; —and it is quite 
unreaſonable to admit of them in 

| one caſe, that tended only to deliver 

from the temporal evil of political 
| flavery, and deny their poſſibility in Ri 
another, in Which the neceſſity is | 7? 
much greater, and the effects ſo much | - 
more. glorious and. laſting;—the de 1 
Uverance of man from the flavery  _ } 3 
of vice, and the miſery in an eternal = 
"tens to ene that nt 9 — 
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T ane Jews ho foretold bis 
own. death and reſurrection, pro- 
miſed alſo to ſend his ſpirit to rege- 
nerate the minds of ſinful men, and 
render them capable of enjoying * | 


- | en * his e eee 


1 


0 fort that 3 you 3 oe 


F feel: nothing of this yourſelves, 


therefore it cannot be poſſible that 
others ſhould, is a ſubterfuge too 


weak to merit an anſwer. You 
would not admit the juſtice of this 
plea in any other caſe,” and. the ſuo- 


ceſs of the preaching of the apoſtles, 


the aſtoniſhing” change of temper 


and conduct in their followers, the 


econverſion ef à Saul, the willing 


martyrdom of thouſands, the patient 


the reign of antich riſt, and. the tri- ; 
umph of thouſands i in every age, and 
| of Dy different * of mental 


- 
5 
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3 e eee WW a 
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Ae in the Se of an 
eternal ſtate of happineſs, when tney 
were conflicting with death, prove 
the reality of ſuch influences in ee 
of = "fron STO! n A 


S we” edt *. 


This Joris furniſhes an additi- 
onal reply to your objections againſt 


chriſtianity, drawn from the profti- . 


gate characters of many of thoſe 
Who profeſs themſelves believers; | 
Men, whatever views they may have 
ofrevelation, or Whatever motives 
may induce them to a profeſſion of 
its belief, have never been divinely 


influenced by a ſpiritual diſcovery. - 


of its glory and excellence to receive 
it; and therefore it has never be- 
.come in their minds an abiding ſpring 
of action, nor wrought effectually in 
wen as e ey” in N ooh orgy 
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- But the ent in which chritins - 
nh theſe divine influences ap- 
pears to you enthuſiaſtic and irration - 
al:—let us therefore examine fairly 
whether the miſtake is not on n your 
ſide. e 


1 Nays made you many unrequired 
: conceſſions ; and have often appealed 
to your judgment and feelings: let. 


me now, for the firſt time requeſt 


Fou, Tor ihe ſake of argument, to ad- 
mit that ſuch influences exiſt; and 

then ſay what there is in the mode of 
their ee ut is GALE: 0 
om reaſon on Le 


any 
— 


| 17 a be Wehn in a new kt 

. light the glories of God's 

holineſs, and feels his own pollution, 
is it not reaſonable he ſhould trem - 
ble; that he ſhould loath himſelf, and 
"that bis ſolicitude about his ſoul 
3 | . 55 ö 


* 
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15 19 | 'F OT on 2 
Thoald for . Cerallow up all ins | 
ferior aa 1 


"aid will not; 2 „ of 4 
P produce ſuch unſpeakable 
joy as to elevate and tranſport the 

ſoul? and can ſuch a man refrain from . 4 

| the moſt exalted expreſſions W  T., 3 
tion and obedience to his forgiv- 

ing Ged? Is it not natural to ſuppoſe 
ſuch an one willing, yea eee, 
to facrifice- any thing to promote | „ 
the hononr of his Saviours and im NF 
preſsed with a ſenſe of the miſury e Y 
his fellow ſinners, will he not feel 8 Fo, 
the force of what you-ſaceringly.call 

the heroic: paſſion: for faving 

moduls?“ What then I again aſk, is 

there irrational or fanciful: in ee 
ONES Tie. 
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. But 3 for- a moment that 
8 chriſtians do aovackilplcapceiagcs + 
@ ws 5 7 : V but po 


7 


1 


but 1 fancy r 3 is. 
not their conduct, as correſponding. . 
with their own thoughts and views 
af the ſubject, a proof of ſincerity 
of intention and conſiſtency of char- 
acter? There is a dignity in a man's 
- Nw viſibly influenced. throughout 
the whole of his conduct, by the 
5 principles he profeſſes, which juſtly 
demands, and, in any other caſe, 
would conſtantly obtain, the appro- 
bation and applauſe of thoſe who do 


not ſee the truth and importance of 


PF 


ane © IRONS theafelyes, Ee Tr 


The ſelf 8 e ee _ 
nei aſſiduity, the ſteady de: 
termined fortitude, the warm affec- 
tion, the unremitted zeal, the. un- 
moved patience, the generous con- 
tempt of intereſt and reputation, the , 
heroic triumph over death ſo.confpi- 
cCuous in the divine redeemer, and 
8 'E ES * 8 


3 


| CT 
his humble follower Paul, would 


be celebrated by you in the higheſt 
ſtrains of encomium, if a Cato, a Bru- 8 
tus, a Waſhington, a Barnave, or 

- a Kerſaint were the parties: why is it 
then that characters, ſo peculiarly _ 
glorious, ſo conſtantly. meet with 

1 the reve 025 the world? LE, 


> 4 
«> 


wt 


1 will ventnre to une a. rea · 
W N true dignity, and excel. 
lence of character in thoſe whom we 
Conſider as purſuing the ſame objeccs 
with ourſelves, we contemplate with 
pleaſure, and poſſibly in commend- | 
ing them, we enjoy an imagined re- 
flexion of the commendation of ur- 
ſelves but the lives of the perſons 
to whom I have alluded, are the ſe- 
erelt cenſure on thoſe who are ſeeks 
ing the favour of the Deity, or even 1.4 
ſuppoſing they may enjoy it in te 55 (kn 
| indulgence of ſuch paſſions, and the „ 
8 5 | purſult. | 
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purſuit of ſorh objects, as c 


At the ſame time it is evide nt, that 


' the world who diſcover ſuch enmity 
againſt theſe witneſſes of the truth, 
can never explain how fuch da 


ters can be formed from any princi- 


ples of ation with which they them- 
ſelves are acquainted ; they there- 
tore diſcover theirfolly by ridiculing 
thoſedivine influences, _ which alone 


in Furniſh A a8 ee of the Ma p 


the ſubject, perhaps of all others the 
moſt diſtaſteful to you, £ but reſerve e 


What I have further to offer to 1 


next erde. af 


| Yours, &c, _ 


wit aha 

His diſciples treated with contempt, 
and fled from with abhorrence, _ 

'# £ ; : 4; » 2 | P ; - 


I will A do tis 5 you with any 
"hi obſervations on this part of 
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5 you has es e poſſeſſed, the. 
{ſcenes of action through which you 
have paſſed, and. the degrees of know- 


A Atty A N 


ledge you have attainedi in this worlc 
a ſtranger to the wiſh for a 

1 ſtate of exiſtence if ſo, 

enyy not your feelings: but I am 


* 


3 


FTE * =» 


perſuaded thisis not your caſe; thoſe - 
_ fools who can pleaſe. chemſelyes with 
idea of annihilation, vou deſpiſe 


34 
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But ao nd wiſh for immor- 
tality, you haye no poſitive proof of 
1 


105 16 ) N 


5 88 prineiples. Plato cor 
feſled that his eee att 
amounted to. mere. probability only, 


and what can you fay (with all the 


improvements and. diſcoveries of mo- 


dern philoſophy) more than he has 


already ſaid, except that which you 


muſt borrow from the book which 
has brought life and OST to 


| og, £ / Pe” 


- The bible DS, O09 ds as oak 


ity ofa future ſtate ofexiſtence, but 


repreſents it as a ſtate of retribu. 5 


tion, delineates every different char- 


acter, deſcribes their abode, ſituation, 
company, and employment in the ſe- 


parate ſtate; informs us of an ap- 
proaching period when the bodies of 


the dead ſhall be re- animated, and 0 


gives usa demonſtrative proof of it's 


- poſſibility i in the reſurrection of Jeſus, 


2 CIO: which renders the real be- 
| 2070s 


ie Sp te eaten 
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"Hong San weak! in his mental 
capacity, and uninſtructed in the ark 
of reaſoning, ſecure againſt « every at · 35 
tack, while he experiences the power 
of that reſurrection enabling . 
overcome the world, and thus has 1 
„ me witneſs i in himſelf that what he 
: en 18 ſolid truth. 8 Oe 
"Mia tant e con bine 
10 ſcripture, reſpecting the divine 
character, the way of acceptance 
with God, the reſtoration of man to 
the image of God by the influences 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt, the immortal kj 
| ity of the ſoul, the reſurrection oF 
the body, and an eternal ſtate of . 
. happineſs to believers, and of ter 
to unbelievers, form a cloſe united 
ſyſtem of principles intimately. con- 
nected with, and immediately . 
ſulting from the facts of which the . 
1 bible informs us, ſuited 2s well to Tt 
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the Meineſt capacity, as to the ee 
exalted genius, and which neither 
require ſuperior acumen to under 
ſtand, learning to elucidate, logic to 
defend, nor eloquence to recommend. 5 
Hence the bible appears to be well 
adapted to anſwer the ends ſuitable 
to a divine Tevelation'; to glorify 
the perfections of it's author, to 


5 * 


numble the pride of ſinners, and to 
inſtruct and encourage the moſt ig- 


norant and depreſſed of mankind.— 
What greater proof of the divine 
authorityof the ſeripture, c can reason 
N . e 
This ee is better cited to 
- the nature of the ſubject, than even 
mathematical demonſtration. The 
human mind has different ways of 
diſcovering truth, agreeably to the 
Aifferent n nature of the en Aver ; 
e. 


Our 
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Our „bentes inform us direAty © „ 


thoſe things which are their imme- 
diate objects thus we need no in- 


termediate ideas to diſcover light, 
ſound, fragrance, wn f Eee: Un 
. es u "y_ APE: or OY bg e an 


Refleckibnt on pill ſedifationis, brings - 


us acquainted with many other 
truths, Which the ſimple ſenſations 
themſelves did not 


cauſes and effects, ſtill farther: er 


. een TRE: HEN of Seen e i 


\ 12 * 


. ER ” 


The affocietion: of Na Fey in- 


ductions drawn from principles or 
5 facts already known, inform us de- 


monſtrativelyof mathematical truths, 


and perhaps may be allowed by a 
chain of conſiſtent though abſtract 
zonſtrate phyſical and 


evidence, toder 
ee truth to * ſo 


ot immediately di- 
cover. Repeated experience of 
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objects of ſenſation, nor can ren 


to wap! 


is deſtitute of any nfeans to aſſiſt our 


the eden by which therefore any 
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timony, report ing thoſe truths Which 
5 reaſon-3 is e of eee 


| Ai ye determine the.credibility. _ 
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us the former is | demonſiated_ to 
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But . 8 are "hd; e 


tion on * ſenſation difeqven: them 


VS. { Fo 3 x 75 s 1 


ce previous torevelation, 


* 5 n * 
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ſearch ; and mathematical as well as 


"x 
fb 


. 7 3 
aid can give us: 


certain knowledge of divine things 
can be attained, muſt be that of teſ- 


* © P 


The proper office os, 8 eee 


of the evidence, and not the appa- 


nnn, W of the 
| x "op 


Ca F 
things reported. No man who bes 


lieves in the being and perfections 


of God, can deny that what nz fays 


muſt be true. The only queſtion 


therefore is“ hath: God faid it? 
Our buſineſs hitherto has been to 


prove the bible to be a divine reve- : 
lation, and that on your own ͤprin- 
— j "Tk n the evidence is 
to obſerve, 
5 that 1 e * led to aſſent to 


the truth of the bible, on e e 


of our teſtimony merely, er yt 2a 
ce of our Sopot bars : 


the rational for 
it would profit you nothing, unleſs 


God himſelf ſhew you his glory 
ſhining in his word; and then, like 
rſus, you will find your 
prejudices overcome, and joy fully | 


Saul of Ta 


receive the ſcriptures on divine 


teſtimony, Thus receiving revealed = 
truth on it's internal and peculiar 
1 will produce 


evidence, it mult; 
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It's . effects, turning you from 
the anxlous purſuit of all you's now 
eſteem and love, to the ardent 
ſearch of eternal happineſs: In the 


way 5 out in the: Sede 
ahne oil e e 


n 


. 
* A 
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FE: - Perhaps you are now exulting in 

the idea, that men of your ſenti- 
ments only, poſſeſs real freedom of 
mind, and that your preſent dif] po- 
ſition is of all others the moſt ſuited 
to the attainment of truth: if ſo 
permit me to controvert both rer 
' aw Work V 


5 You PR a ſubjected, it is true, 
to the directions of clerical uſurpers, 
but you have your leaders in infidel 

_ philoſophy, from whoſe modes of 
thinking you ſcarcely dare venture 
to deviate :—you have ſhaken off, 
perhaps, the prejudices of the nurſery 
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and the ſehoel, but you have not 
ſurmounted thoſe of the heart: you 


have no predilection, perbaps, for an- 
tiquity, but you have for novelty; 


outward tyrants What to believe; 

but thoſe internal tyran ts, predomi. 
nant inclinations, inordinate affecti- 
ons, dogmatizing tempers, not only 
5 influence your conduct, but alſo, in 


many caſes, your principles. Is this 
mental freedom? Is it not rather 


that diſpoſition be ſuited to the gif 


covery of truth, which is previ- 
ouſly ee e to gratify itſelf, 
and is averſe to every thing that 

would tend to ee that Svakiß- Y 
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2 RI em 5 -thiſpoſed ay 0 
receive and obey the will of his 
nee who is Previptoriined: to 
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/ ͤ ͤ CE ere Ree nd; 


ruth hethb-abjecboFmiriaiticf thgs 
man, who perſecutes any one that ” 


( % Ne 


e any revelation from him; 
7 his own conceptions. of propri- 
ety? Or can he who' is not influ» 


[enced by the truth with which he 


is already acquainted, | be likely. to 
advance in the kno wledge of truth ? 
Or does the perſon appear a humble 


5 enquirer after truth, Who on _ : 
jets confeſſedly important; 


ſtantly ſubſtitutes 0 in ae 
_ w VI 
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To a Pg Garther— Can 


dae ow en 


This laſt e ie 8 l 


as it applies to the ſupporters of 
prieſtly uſurpations, you are not, 
amidſt all your avowed oppoſition 
to priaſteraſt, free from yourſelves. 
Trace your political conduct, and 
VVV ſay 


ns 


f ay whether you. have. in all WER 

: maintained thoſe rights of man, of _ 

| which vou profeſs. to be the ee 
cates Remember that the ſuppor- 
ters of monarchy, (Whether abſolute 
or limited) the friends of arifto. 
cracy, (hereditary « or perſonal) and _ 
the advocates of prieſtcraft itſelf, ars 
men as Well as you, entitled by na. 
ture to the ſame rights with you. 
. ſelves, of freely expreſſing their ſen- 
timents, enjoy ing their perſonal li- 

. berty, and of giving their ſuffrages a 
favour of what. they conceive to be, 5 
8 juſt; nor. have you any more right _ | b 
1 interfere with the modes of 8 . 3 
6 vernment preferred by others, than 
er Hare. WH thoſe . your choice, - + 


But What bas eng your 8 . 

on the continent in this reſpect ? N 

Has it been exceeded, if equalled, 5. 

. Z thoſe governments you: execrate? . 
3233 zee 
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Trace our": titer conduct: 1 
will only inſtance one circumſtance 


amongſt many. — While you have x 
; felt the inconſiſteney of enforcing 


by coercion the. obſervance. of the 


1 chriſtian ſabbath, you have not only 
approved of, but adopted coercive 
: Wee to pre vent it's obſeryance, . 


7 


- Incas we ut Sy avil right 


of a government, to. puniſh the au- 


thors of publications, which are 
manifeſtly intended to excite to acts 


of forcible oppoſition to law: every 
member of every ſtate, when he 


freely ſubmits his ſentiments to the 


examination of the world, muſt of 

«courſe conſider himſelf as reſponſi- 
ble to ſociety, if he attempts to ex- 
eite anarchy and rapine: but in this 


caſe our laus juſtly require poſitive 
proof of the intention; and pre- 
as evidence * not to weigh 


. Res 1 WING 


„ 


8 20 * 
with a jury in ſuch a A with” 


reſpect to the diſeuſſion of princh 
_ ples, the utmoſt freedom that can be © 
uſed, ought never to be accounted 5 
Übellous; and When thoſe pr we | 

| ples relate to religion, it is 1 
; evident that thoſe who combat, even 
the moſt dangerous errors, with. the 
ſword: of perſecution, are equally | 
criminal in the ſight of God, with 
thoſe. who employ. the ſame Weapes - 


in N to truth. 


z 


It is ien me a ory: Re tr 
caſe, whether thoſe, men who con- 
demned the * Age of Reaſon,” as a 
libel, do themſelves. really believe 
the divine authority of the ſerip- 
tures; at leaſt if they do, they muſt 
be unacquainted with their leading 
principles, or they would have 

known that divine truth is proof 5 


1 »gainſt every SO; and that the 


82 1 mode 


1 


1 208 * 3 9 


| mode of 4 they employ i in it' 8 


behalf, it rejects with the utmoſt. 
abborrence, 5 8 | 


5 kave bores” no deubt, but di- 
Vine wiſdom will eventually bring | 
good out of this evil, as it has al- 
ready from many others, although 
perhaps in a way directiy oppoſite, | 
not only to your expectations, but to 
thoſe of the ſupporters of perſecuti- 


; on. I wiſh thoſe who. approve and 


ſupport ſuch a mode of procedure, 
to conſider, that coercion never con- 
vinces of the truth of a doctrine; 
that on the contrary, men naturally 
Tuppoſe thoſe who employ. force to 
maintain or propagate an opinion, 
have no arguments ſufficient for it's 

defence; that perſecution ever in- 

creaſes hs numbers and prejudices 1 
er the 7 aug wil in the 

| end 


-\ 


9). 


end 1 every Glen of which. 
"at fa a Parts; 


* 


The proſecution of deiſtical wri- | 
tings rendered me, on the one hand, 
averſe to publiſhing at this time in 


defence of revelation, leſt I mould 
be miſtaken for a defender of the 
Tyſtem of religious perſecution; on 
the other it forcibly. ſtimulated me 
to come forward, in order to ſhe w. 
the difference betwixt the religion 
of the bible, and thoſe mutilated ſyſ- 
tems of corrupted chriſtianity, which 
have, as their neceſſary „ 
produced infidelity, and thenattempt- 
ed to deſtroy their own offspring wy. 
Wit ſword of the law. 3 5 


15 feel with pain he tuition of 
Lach of my fellow men, who, from 
| hence: have Mor Toon 0 reject. 


* ” 


* 


(ele) 


the. * religion that can ae 
them aright through life, ſupport 
them powerfully in death, and render 
them ſupremely happy in an eternal 
. Nate; and I cannot but intreat you 
to conſider, that the ſyſtem you have 
falſely ſu OPER to be chriſtianity, is 
in reality as oppoſite to it as deiſm 
itſelf: beware therefore, leſt in re · 
jecting the counterfeit, you throw 
away the original, and with it your 
own fouls, —Conſider that all the 
arguments you urge, go no farther 
khan to aſſiſt in the demolition of 
that which ſtands in oppoſition to 
. real bible religion, and that your wea - 
pons, if uſed againſt the bible itſelf, 
fall pointleſs to the ground, yea, 
break in your hands and wound 
I 7 „„ 


EF * 


Peil me now. 1 55 turn to thoſe 


men, from whoſe. principles and 
95 e . 
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1 you have. taken nou 8 
think and ſpeak evil of the way of 


truth, and who, While they call 


themſelves the miniſters of the 
chriſtian religion, are employed in 


erecting and ſupporting a worldly 


| Kingdom, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
: in dire& oppoltion to [ his . a | 


_claration. | 


* 


You 1 think it inſulting 98 


have your faith in the bible ſuſpect. 
ed tobe pretence and hypocriſy; but 
what more can it be, while profeſs- 
ing to believe the truth of the {crip- 


_ tures, you deny thoſe grand doctrines 


they. teach, and exhibit a ſpirit di. 


realy oppoſite to that which they 
inculcate? Of all deſcriptions of 
. mankind, of all the claſſes of fociety, 


perhaps you have profited. leaſt by 


the awful. and inſtructive events of 5 5 
the times. Happy: had the viſible un- 
| : | eee 


Pe — ov a ud OI 6 IG 
F 


_ 


9 
PPP 
A © 
4 


- » 5 
0 
. * 
- 4 4 
ep re int ey I ger” ns WW — Many Or ons ee EE Oy A reg A Vt 2 2 *ð⁵ n“ 4 0 


3 


— 


. 
—— — II a9. — — 
\ 


— * 


f „„ 
3 
1 
- 

6s | 
= 
E 
oX 
; 
Lo 
9 
1 
. 
I 
$ 


s 
— IN er I Ng oe ts — — — 
* 
x 9 X 8 uh 
, ; 2 


* 
— AWE — K a 7 
1 : 


: 212 


ert of temporal ** pole. 
ons, and eſteem, amidſt the con- 
vulſions of angry nations, but led 
you, foryour own ſafety, to recur to 
the genuine principles of that religion 
of which you profeſs to be the mini- 
ſters: but does not your general con- 
duct too plainly verify the divine pre- 
diction,.—“ They gnawed their kon- 
* gues for pain, and repented not of 

< their deeds!” And has not this part 
of your conduct been one reaſon why 
the religion you profeſs is held in 
contempt by ſo many, and that men 

of all deſeriptions are ready to look 
on the clerical employ as an infamous 
ſpecies of fraud! ! Hated by the world. 
For profeſſing to be the miniſters of 
religion, hated of God for only profes- 

ing that religion, holding your pre- 
Jent emoluments in continual fear, 
leſt amidſt the convulfions of this 

world, you ſhould like your brethren 
1 e 


1 gs). 


the ani emigrant Priefts, be de- 175 


prived of them, and ſtrangers to the 


cConſolatiens which the true mini. 
ters of Jeſus Chriſt enjoy in-expeQa- | 
tion of that exceeding great reward 
he has promiſed them in another | 
world, what characters can in the Th 


preſent day be more truly miſerable, 


than covetous, ee minded, irre : 


8 ie e 


— 


"Anil you wenn plousmen: better 


8 25 or laity, who are members of 
national eſtabliſhments of religion, 
Who really believe, heartily love, 
and (as far as you underſtand them) 

are powerfully influenced by the 


2 ſcriptures of truth, 0 ſearch them 


more diligently, with a ſteady deter- 


_ mination torelinquiſh whateveris not 
founded on thoſe ſacred oracles, and 


With. a firm reſolution to -quit your | 
| pong W * appears to be 


within 


FF 
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within the verge. of thoſe SEE | 


— 


3 Antichriſt which are to be deſtroy- 


ed. There is no ſafety in evil times 
but wichin that kingdom which. is 
everlaſting. . 5 


Pajenit t PLES to obſerye how in- 
| copliſtrat is the conduct of thoſe who 
profefſs to believe the doctrines of the 
bible, and at the ſame time by a life 
of immorality, miſrepr eſent thoſe 

| truths to others. Vou know in your 


Ul 


on conſciences that the bible con- 


demns your conduct, and it coſts you 
much labour ſo to reſine and explain 
away thoſe numerous paſſages which 
direct ly ſtrike at your predominant 
luſts, as to obtain a wretched peace, 
even for a ſhort. period ; ; and. after 
all your ſubterfuges, you ill at laſt 
| find your doom pronounced, by that - 
very book, which you falſely _ Pre 


tend to make the rule Wo Fare faith 
and 


t 


1 5 


practice; while much of the n 
of the profeſſed infidels. of the day 


will be charged on you, becauſe they 


have been induced by your miſrepre· 
P nd to e that holy ſyſtem ” 
of truth,” „ No 1 8 


f 5 


And you, who Under the den of. 


cubjection to Chriſt alone, as head of 
His ſpiritual kingdom, diſſent from 
the civil religious eſtabliſhments of 
the nations among whom you dwell, 


who profeſs and glory in your ſupe- 
rior purity of doctrine and wor ſhip, 
A there not with you, 6: even with 

* „you, ſins. againſt the Lord your 
1 God * Are there not among you 


many, whÄ by their cond uct miſrepre- | 


ſent to the ſurrounding world, the 
tendency of the goſpel? If ſo, I would 
1 to ſuch perſons, you are alſo inſtru - 
mental in giving occaſion to the ene 
mies of divine truth 1 to blaſpheme, 
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: and while. you. thus encou rage ing. 
dels in their oppoſition to the gol. 


pel, you harden the hearts of the 


perverters of chriſtianity in thoſe 
corruptions, to which you profeſs a 

diſlike; for they can plainly ſee, that 
. you are no more circumſpe&t or 


heayenly minded, than thoſe. who 
conſider the church of Chriſt as a 


mere ae Sende ment. 


Dach 5 8 numerous « ſes: ou g : 


3 1 bearing the general name of 


chriſtian, While they were ready 
to admit that ſome degrees of cor- 


ruption in doctrine and manners, 


had taken place among. chriſtian pro- 
feſſors in general, yet were unwilling 
to allow, at leaſt till lately, that any 
part of that defection Was charge- 
able on their own particular party, 
and moſt ſtrenuouſly contended that 
themſelves Howes were ER of - 


* e ie 


— 


4 primitive vis pat recent t Ae : 
very of the impolitions, and expo- : 
ſure of the myſteries of prieſtera ft, 


; (though in many inſtances by the 


profane efforts of infidels) have al! 
ready effected a great and ſurpriſing 
change in this reſpect, in the views 
of many chriſtians, and led them to 
ſearch the ſcriptures for the mſelyes, 
inſtead of implicitly. following, as 
heretofore, their reſpective leaders, 
in conſequence of which they have - 
found that none of them, had totally 
es the go eorrupeioſs.” = 
"It will be well if this A be 
rightly improved; H thoſe who have 
made it will on the one hand reſolute- 
17 determine to reject every. thing, 
however recommended or ſanctioned, 
95 that has no foundation! in ſeripture, 


| and on the other, embrace deen den 4 > 


: praQice, Le 4 8 they perceive : 
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to be therein revealed; the religion 
of Jeſus then apprating in its own 
5 native colours, would, even in the | 

eonſciences of its oppoſers, have” * | 
fecrex witneſs to it's excellence, "SOR 


1 


I had written thus far when 
PAINE's Letter to Mr. EuskixzE came 
into my hands, and that being one of 
the lateſt efforts of Deiſm, it may not 
be amiſs to remark, that there are 
ſeveral involuntary conceſſions made 
therein which, compared with the 
principles already laid do wn in theſe 
letters, ſerve ſtill more effectually to 

ruin the cauſe they were deſigned to 
ſupport. He admits that“ Jeſus 
“ Chriſt was convicted of blaſphemy 7 

under the Jewiſh. Law, and cruci- 

« fied,” —The new teſtament from 

: whence he derives his information 

15 aſſures 85 


5 2 


48s. 


fark us, that the NO erime 
which the Jews called blaſphemy was 
nis aſſerting himſelf to be the Son of 


God. © The caſe in queſtion, 8 there · Ew 5 


fore (to uſe his own words 3 in ano- 


ther part of the letter)“ is not upon 
« any point of doctrine, but alto} : 


„ gether on a matter of fact; - and 


the concluſive evidence ariſing from 
his reſurrection, which proves the 
prior fact of his divine miſſion, I have 
already laid before you, and which 


I challenge him and all his SOUL 
0 * to . | 


The . tenth canines in 

Paine's aſſertion — You might with _ 
© 25 much propriety 1 make a lau to pro- 
4 ted the ſan/hine as to protect the 


bible,” juſtly condemns the ſupporters 


of religious perſecution ; but it no 
more affects the bible than a law 5 


80 robin the ſhining of the 


= 2 * would | 


would affect that luminary; and his ar- 
gument which he ſo much extols as to 
account it, itſelf a volume, inſtead of 
proving the bible obſcure, and unwor- 
thy of God, only ſerves to expoſe the 
tolly and preſumption of thoſe men, 
who attempt to increaſe the luſtre 
ofa diamond Se N it over One | 


_ m 55 wa 
The folly of Mr: Paine in altert“ 
ing that the bible has been read more 
and examined leſs than any other 
book, is fo glaring; that I wonder he 
was willing to hazard the aſſertion in 5 
print. Has it not, let me demand, 
been examined in every age by moul- 
| titudes of- intereſted opponents, and 
is there any thing amongſt all the 
| numerous cavils of Paine, except the -- 


ſuperior ſcurrility of His ſtyle, which 8 


diſtinguiſties his writings from thofe 
"os his deiſtical e On 
N, „ What 


Xx 221 . . | 


ith ground nn Op 


atffirm that no onereadsthebible* for 
_ © the pure purpoſe. of eee | 


„ and of rendering juſtice to the 


4 Creator by examining if the evi- 


_ < dence it contains warrants a belief 


«gf it's being what it is called?“ 
Who is the Inquifior now? He 


acknowledges that he had not read 


the bible, till he had aſſerted it's 


falſhood, and thus this juror, made 


up his mind with part only of the 
evidence before · him When e read 


the bible therefore, it was confeſſed- 


ly under the influence of prejudice, 
5 and with malevolent ene 


* % "+ 
1 * 22 


"08 « Religion n Paine) 1 is movie; 
« perly a thing of this world; it is 


< only practiſed . in. this world, but 


« it's object is in à future world.“ 
Zut I demand from a deiſt, Who has 
N e to borrow any thing from 
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arne to them. | 
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arevelation he denies, a proof of the. 


exiſtence of a future world; that 
proof has not, cannot on the princi- 


ples of ſuch an one be given; there - 
fore here is a truth of the utmoſt im- 


portance, derived from revelation, 


allowed by himſelf. Man” (he juſt- 


iy obſerves) 45 cannot make, or ng 
vent, or contrive principles. 
The bible therefore is no invention 


of man. Man” (he farther obſerves) 
„ ought to look through the diſcovery 


« to the author.“ Then on his own aſ- 
ſertion, the author of the n . 


Till 8 Paine 8 Fa . 


anſwered this argument, I ſhall not 


condeſcend to reply to his weak and | 
fooliſh cavils on the ſcripture. hiſ- 


tory: when he has given this argu- 
ment a ſolid reply, I pledge myſelf 


to prove they merit the epithets 1 


U fe * 


| ws cls ; 


ca) 


«= 0 the whole ſabje@; by ob · 

RS ſerving, that as I have no expecta- 

tion of a fair reply from you or your 

friends, I ſhall not trouble myſelf to 

take notice of cavils which do not 

affect what I have advanced; at tze 

ame time I reſerve to myſelf the LEO. 

right of anſwering any thing that : 
deſerves the name of argument. 


May God himſelf convince you of 

his truth ere it be too late, that you 

may not hereafter. find, the ſcriptures. 
"vindicated by yourexperiencing thit 
doom with which they threaten un- ; . 
. | TR —is-the fervent prayer of, 1 EY 


Yours ſincerely, | 


. BINGHAM. 


IB. Flower, Printer, cambridge.) | 
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